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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #12 OF 2025 - DECEMBER  
INTRODUCTION 

 This will be the last Axis newsletter for this year. Preparing it began at the beginning of November, took a 
break during a two-week break while we researched future ITMB maps in the Caribbean (I know, it’s a hard life, but 
somebody’s got to do it!), and was completed during frantic preparations for ITMB’s annual Christmas party in early 
December. This is also a time for ITMB to reflect on the past 12 months and review our efforts to keep you stocked 
with exciting maps. As always, we greatly appreciate your patronage during the year, as we wouldn’t be able to 
send so many titles to press each year without your support! Thank you from the 13 staff members of ITMB and 
may 2026 prove to be a good year for all of us. Best of the holiday season to you! 

AN ODE TO TRAVEL THAT MOST OF US COULD RELATE TO 

There is a race that won’t fit in, 

A race that can’t stand still. 

So they break the hearts of kith and kin, 

And they roam the world at will. 

Theirs is the curse of the gypsy blood,  

And they don’t know how to rest. 

Robert Service, 1904 

NEW TITLES TO THE END OF NOVEMBER 

 Although ITMB is always sending fresh artwork to our printer, it returns as printed maps only fitfully. We 
have ten titles that we were expecting by the end of November, but only two arrived. This means that January’s 
newsletter should contain a bountiful selection of newly-released titles. For this month, you will have to be satisfied 
with Armenia/Azerbaijan and Guyana/Suriname/French Guiana as new titles. Armenia and Azerbaijan have 
apparently buried the hatchet regarding their 30-year fight to define borders, which is a good thing, but hard 
feelings take time to mellow, so it will be several years before normal relations are formed. Nonetheless, both 
countries seem to be adjusting to not killing each other, so that’s a good sign. The three Guianas seem to get along 
with each other fairly well. This region of South America is a bit off the beaten path for most travellers, but I suspect 
that cruise ships will start calling sooner rather than later. We’ll see. 

CRUISING THE CARIBBEAN 

 Cruising is the fastest-growing segment of the world travel market. The Caribbean is probably the most-
visited part of the world for cruise ships, with ports of embarkation in Fort Lauderdale, Miami, Tampa, Puerto Rico, 
and Galveston taking tens of thousands of vacationers every week to exotic destinations. Lan and myself have just 
returned from two weeks of pleasurable travel to eight different island nations, all of which are worth visiting. 
Everyone in the travel industry needs to keep abreast of developments in the Caribbean, which is increasingly 
important to our future prosperity, so please read the following: 

1. Sint Marteen/Saint Martin – This tiny island belongs to two European nations; France occupies the northern 
two-thirds, and Netherlands the bottom third. Thus, one can visit two countries in one day! Cruise ships 
dock at Philipsburg, in the Dutch portion of the islands, and one can either explore the town or undertake 
an easy-to-arrange tour of both parts of the island. Take along your trusty ITMB map! 

2. Martinique – This island is part of France, while being internally self-governing. It is a prosperous, 
mountainous country, easy to explore. Again, take along your ITMB map. 

3. St. Kitts-Nevis (formally Saint Christopher and Nevis) is an independent island country very dependent on 
tourism. Like most of the islands in the Caribbean, it has a volcanic heritage, and is heavily forested. 
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4. Barbados is a largish island and was famous during the colonial era for its rum-making. It still makes rum, 
but its main industry now is tourism. Don’t forget your ITMB Map! 

5. Grenada (pronounced Gra Nay dah) is famous for only one reason – it was invaded by the USA in the 
1980s during one of the USA’s jingoist periods where it refuses to accept anything that seems to it to be 
anti-American. It is a small, sleepy island and becoming quite popular with tourists. No map, for now. 

6. Trinidad and Tobago – This island is little visited, but growing in popularity. Located in the far south of the 
Caribbean, just a few miles from Venezuela, it is a bit nervous just at the moment, with American warships 
and planes attacking fishing boats in their territorial waters, but it is a great touristic island (Tobago can be 
reached by an inter-island ferry). Its most famous attraction is a lake of boiling pitch, first discovered by Sir 
Walter Raleigh in the late 1500s. ITMB has just released an updated map of the country. 

7. Bonaire – The Dutch still own three islands in the south Caribbean – Aruba, Bonaire, and Curaçao (the 
ABC islands). We visited Bonaire, a pleasant island about 50 miles north of Venezuela. It is a quiet, well-
maintained island, popular with cruise ships and holidayers. Mapped by ITMB, of course. 

8. Turks and Caicos Islands – we visited Grand Turk, a very popular island that can dock two cruise ships at 
the same time. Its claim to fame is a lovely beach right at the dock. This is still a British colony.  

TRAVEL TO AN NON-EXISTENT COUNTRY, AND YOU CAN! 

 Here is a true story about a supposedly non-existent country that actually exists, even though no country in 
the world recognizes its existence. Furthermore, anyone can visit it. It is the Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic, 
perhaps more recognizably known as Transnistria. It occupies a relatively narrow strip of land on the eastern side 
of the country we call Moldova, which is itself squeezed uncomfortably between Romania and Ukraine. It is shown 
on the ITMB map of Romania/Moldova. Here’s how it came established. During the break-up of the Soviet Empire, 
known as the USSR prior to 1991, little pieces refused to acknowledge reality and continued to follow Stalinist 
ways, while others fought unsuccessfully for independence from Mother Russia and others succeeded. We know 
now that all the satellite countries occupied by Russia in central Asia and in eastern Europe succeeded in breaking 
away to form viable independent countries, such as Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Poland, Romania, the Baltic States, 
and Hungary among others. Moldova also successfully assumed its own independence, separately from both 
Russia and Romania. A Russian general opposed the changing fortunes of countries being formed, moved his 
troops to the easternmost part of Moldova, and declared his own Stalinist country. 

 Nobody, including Russia, has ever acknowledged the legitimacy of this political entity, so it has remained 
a ‘frozen’ pariah state ever since. I have recently learned that it is possible to visit Transnistria, without a visa, at 
least an American or EU visa, from Moldova. Apparently, there is a daily train from Moldova’s capital to Tiraspol, 
the capital of this formally-unknown country, so as long as one obtains a visa to visit Moldova, which isn’t difficult to 
do, one should be able to visit Transnistria. If this sounds a bit bizarre, it is. It shouldn’t exist, but it does. 
Transnistria is occupied by 1,000+ Russian troops, but Russia does not recognize the legitimacy of Transnistria. 
The border with Ukraine is sealed, for obvious reasons, so the only way tourists can enter or leave is via Moldova. 

 Why go there? Simply stated, because it is there, and it the only one of the so-called ‘Frozen States’ that 
Russia has established that one can actually visit. It is, apparently, placidly plodding along, minding its own 
business, while trying to destabilize Moldova and bring it back into Putin’s version of a revitalized Soviet Empire. I 
imagine that it would be akin to moving back in time to explore a somewhat forgotten part of the world, but my point 
is that it seems possible to do so, so why not? It piques the curiosity, and no doubt appeals to those not concerned 
with political correctness, seeking some corner of the world that is definitely ‘off the beaten track’. Sort of like 
visiting North Korea, but with much less bureaucratic hassle. 

PRAZSKY ORLOG 

 Prague’s famous astronomical clock has recorded time, celestial movements, and the zodiac since 1410. It 
is located in a clock tower in the old town’s centre and can be seen by anyone visiting the city. In fact, it is one of 
the features that makes Prague such a popular travel destination.  
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WHO DISCOVERED AMERICA? 

 Although Christopher Columbus’s several voyages to the ‘new world’ are noteworthy, he never actually 
discovered the mainland now known as North America, or for that matter, South America, just several islands in the 
Caribbean. While acknowledging that native North Americans migrated over the Bering Gap during the last ice age 
to settle in what is now called the Western Hemisphere, the concept of ‘discovery’ usually refers to voyages from 
Europe during recorded time. It is now known that Lief Eriksson founded a colony on the northern tip of the island of 
Newfoundland (which can be visited), and that Viking explorers probably navigated the St. Lawrence all the way 
inland to today’s Minnesota, although no records remain to prove that they actually did so. 

 British sailors frequented the Grand Banks of Newfoundland for at least a century before Cartier claimed 
the area for Britain in 1534. Like all good fishermen, they kept their sources of fish to themselves. Then there is 
Prince Henry Sinclair, from the Orkney Islands. He landed in Nova Scotia in 1398, with 12 ships and 200 men, long 
before Columbus was born, and spent more than a year exploring Nova Scotia, while spending quite a bit of time 
befriending the local Mi’kmaq people. There is a large monument to Prince Henry in Guysborough, Nova Scotia, 
noting his voyage, and a statue to him on Noss Island in the north of Scotland. Whether or not Lief or Henry were 
the first ‘discoverers’ of the North American continent is a moot point. The reality is that European 
explorers/adventurers/fisherman arrived here long before recorded history focused on a Johnny-come-lately Italian 
named Christopho Columbo. Full credit belongs to Columbus, simply because he encouraged others to follow, 
leading to the destruction of whatever civilizations existed at that time in the Americas, while plundering the 
continent of treasures and enriching Spain. Not a particularly proud legacy! 

A RECENT POLL IN THE UK 

 Pollsters love asking people theoretical questions and quantifying the results in a poll. One such exercise in 
the UK during October asked individuals where they would immigrate to if they chose to emigrate from the UK. The 
number one choice was Canada, which seems a little surprising, as most of our UK-heritaged settlers are of 
Scottish descent, not English, but that’s the finding of the poll. Australia and New Zealand came next, and are no 
surprise. Gibraltar and Malta came next, which does seem a little surprising, but as these entities have close ties 
with Britain, are understandable. The USA did not poll in the top 10, putting truth to the lie that Americans believe, 
which is that everyone in the world wants to move to America. They don’t. 

THE TRUE STORY OF WINNIE THE POOH 

 If you have never heard of Winnie the Pooh, you’re to young to know who A.A Milne was, or Christopher 
Robin, or Walt Disney. Well, maybe not the latter thanks to many movies and theme parks, but Winnie was famous 
long before Walt Disney made several films about the loveable bear, and yes, he was a real bear. Here’s his story. 
It starts in the early days of World War 1. A Canadian soldier enlisted in the army in Winnipeg, Manitoba, shortly 
after WW1 broke out in August, 1914. His unit was soon posted to England, and in those days, that entailed a very 
long train ride of several days to reach a port and sea transport to England. After 24 hours cramped into a seats-
only rail car, Harry Colbourn got off the train in White River, Ontario, to stretch his legs and saw a local hunter with 
a small bear cub. He bought it for $20, a fairly large amount of money in 1914, and re-boarded the train. Naturally, 
the regiment promptly adopted the bear cub as its official mascot, and named it Winnie, after their home town of 
Winnipeg. 

 Once in England, Harry’s regiment, with Winnie attached, was posted to Salisbury Plain for further training. 
By December, the regiment was posted to France, and Winnie had to stay behind, loaned to London’s Regent Park 
zoo for the duration. Winnie was a good-natured bear and soon became a popular attraction for visitors, especially 
children. At the end of the war, Harry returned and saw how loved Winnie was, so he graciously donated Winnie to 
the zoo for the rest of his life. Winnie spent the next fifteen years entertaining and entrancing children of all ages. 

 This included Christopher Robin Milne, the young son of the author A.A. Milne. Christopher adored Winnie 
and visits to the zoo were frequent. By accident, Christopher also came across a Canada Goose, which is 
renowned for its ability to poop at a moment’s notice. As both were Canadian, he associated both equally, hence 
the moniker Winnie the Pooh. 
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 His father wrote a series of books based on Christopher Robin’s and Winnie’s alleged adventures, starting 
with Winnie the Pooh, in 1926. It was such a huge success with children that he wrote The House At Pooh Corner 
(1928), and a whole series of books for youngsters related to the many supposed adventures of Winnie, Tigger, 
and the rest of the menagerie invented by Milne to flesh out stories intended solely for Christopher’s enjoyment that 
became beloved of children all over the world for generations. 

 Walt Disney cashed in on this enormously popular bear by making a series of short movies starring a 
cartoon figure called Winnie, starting in 1962, with his never-empty honey pot. These movies brought Winnie 
immortality and enormous popularity in the USA, to the point where Winnie was second only to Mickey Mouse as 
Disney’s best-loved creation. This encouraged Disney to create his second theme park, in Orlando, Florida, with 
Winnie playing a central part. Of course, the original Winnie has long since passed into greener pastures where he 
can frolic forever, but his legacy lives on.  You can see a life-sized statue of Winnie and Harry in Winnipeg, and 
another of Winnie at Regent’s Park, in London, and still another in White River, Ontario. Quite a story for a little 
orphaned bear cub, eh? And it’s all true!  

WHY ISN’T ENGLAND DANELAND? 

 England was more or less united by the Romans (44-410AD), but when the legions suddenly withdrew, 
Brittania fell on hard times. Waves of Jutes, Angles, Saxons, and Frisians soon descended on the hapless island 
and within a hundred years, most of the native Britons had been mercilessly exterminated, except in Cornwall, 
where they survived for centuries. The Ango-Saxons became dominant, with the island being divided into four basic 
kingdoms – Northumbria. Mercia, Anglia, and Wessex, with Kent being nominally allied with Wessex. Around 
800AD, Norse invaders, calling themselves Danes, started raiding and invading, taking over Northumbria, then 
Mercia and London, then Anglia. By 870AD, Wessex was being hard-pressed to survive. Then along came Alfred, a 
king determined to stand up to the aggressive Danes and unite the Saxons into one nation.  

 Alfred was a Christian, and saw only the good side of people. He was able to defeat the Danes several 
times, but always made a generous peace, which the warlike Danes saw as a weakness. In 877, the Danish 
warlord Guthrum broke one such truce and invaded northern Wessex from what would be modern-day 
Glostershire, capturing the capital, which at that time was Chippenham. By good fortune, Alfred had left the town to 
escort a priest going to Wales, so he escaped, but the Danes rampaged across Wessex, looting, burning, raping, 
and generally behaving like Viking barbarians, which of course, they were. Alfred found shelter in a swampy area 
called Aethellingag, which would be close to modern-day Atherley, on the Severn coastline. From here, he 
organized a resistance movement (shades of WW2) to harass the Danish invaders, and decided to risk all on a 
decisive battle. 

 He sent out messengers to call forth the fryd, a citizen’s militia of farmers, and assembled them at a spot 
close to modern-day Bratten Camp, where the famous Westbury White Horse of Wiltshire is carved into a hillside 
just below an iron age fortress ruin. Here, in the spring of 878, at the great Battle of Ethandun, the two forces 
clashed, with Alfred’s 2,000 farmers facing Guthrum’s 4,500 Norse warriors. It should have been a cakewalk for the 
Danes, but Alfred’s ordinary farm folk were fighting for their land as well as their lives, much as the Ukrainians are 
doing today, and they fought ferociously. Against all odds, the Saxons won, which is why there is a statue of Alfred 
the Great in Winchester to this day, fairly close to the cathedral. Go and have a look at it! 

 In the words of a later-day saviour, Winston Churchill, this was not the beginning, nor was it the end, but it 
was the End of the Beginning. Wessex was saved, and Alfred gradually consolidated his rule over all of southern 
England, except for Cornwall. His daughter married the ruler of Mercia and after his early death ruled wisely and 
gradually merged Wessex and Mercia into one fighting force. She specialized in building armoured towns that the 
Danes couldn’t overcome, such as Chester. Alfred’s son added Anglia (roughly, today’s East Anglia), and Alfred’s 
grandson defeated the last Danish invasion attempt and mastered Northumbria and Cumbria, creating England 
more or less as we know it today. It would take the Norman invasion to subdue the Welsh, and economic collapse 
to add in Scotland in 1707, but England was the very first modern nation in the world, created over 1,100 years 
ago. And that’s why the world speaks English and not Danish! It’s as simple as that. Apologies to the modern-day 
people of Denmark, who can be rightly proud of their Viking heritage. History is what history is. 
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DISCONTINUED TITLES 

 ITMB doesn’t discontinue many titles. We may re-format a title to make it more marketable, such as Tbilisi 
& Georgia becoming Georgis & Tbilisi, or combine two titles together on one sheet, but rarely do we look at a title 
that has sold through its print run and hesitate to rush around doing a fresh edition. However, travel patterns have 
changed in our post-Covid world, mostly as a result of political trauma, and we have to be realistic about market 
potential, so here are some titles that we have discontinued in 2025, and why: 

1.Moscow – Sorry, but the war in Ukraine, sanctions imposed on Russia, and the Russians imposing entry 
restrictions for tourists makes this title a very slow-seller in the short term. Conditions may change in 2026, and our 
artwork is ready to print, but until market demand picks up, we’re holding back on a new edition for this map. 

2. Tehran & Northern Iran – Relations between Iran and much of the rest of the world have steadily deteriorated 
over the past decade, making it a very unattractive country to visit, which is a shame. The recent missile war with 
Israel, followed by the atrocious bombing of Iran by the USA, has not resulted in regime change, or the ending of 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions, or in Iran suddenly opening its doors to tourism. Iran remains a very difficult country to 
enter, sad to say. ITMB has always published a city map of Tehran separately from our map of Iran (which has a 
full-sized map of Tehran), but current politics means that we can’t justify two different maps for this interesting 
country. Until market demand improves, ITMB will maintain the country & city map, but the separate city map has 
been discontinued. 

3. Venezuela – Needless to say, relations between Venezuela and most of its neighbours has been iffy at best 
since Maduro seized power, and matters are now getting worse, with the USA bombing fishing boats in the general 
vicinity of the country and claiming, without proof, that they are ships carrying drugs. Trump is also threatening to 
invade, leading Maduro able to raise a patriotic militia to overwhelm any American moves. This makes Venezuela a 
very unattractive country to visit for now. We are watching the evolving situation closely, but are holding off on a 
fresh edition until stability returns. 

A REFLECTION ON 2025 

 It is rare that an entire year can be summed up in one word, but I think that CHAOTIC fits the bill pretty 
well. It all started with Trump’s gaining power in the USA, and I don’t intend to note his many illegal moves since 
then, except to say that the rule of law has largely broken down terribly inside the USA. Internationally, he has 
destabilized world trading agreements, torn up negotiated treaties without notice, encouraged Israel’s war of 
aggression against the Palestinian people, and has done his best to destroy Ukraine. Not all that is wrong in the 
world can be laid to rest at his feet, but a large part is due solely to him.  

The world has become increasingly destabilized during 2025, with numerous mini-wars breaking out and 
several coup d’etats succeeding. China, North Korea, and Russia have now formed an alliance against the USA, 
further destabilizing the world. Long-standing alliances negotiated carefully with the USA are crumbling, most 
notably between Canada and the USA, but more generally between the USA and the rest of the world. America is 
increasingly isolated and friendless, and most of the good humanitarian work that America has accomplished over 
the past 50 years has been undone. The stereotype of the Ugly American has resurfaced with vengeance 
predominating, as America pretends that it is as powerful as it was in 1950. It isn’t, and things are spiraling out of 
control very quickly.  

At the end of WW2, the USA controlled 50% of the world’s GDP (Gross Domestic Product) and dominated 
the world. By 2025, that figure had fallen to 15%, which means that 85% of the world’s true wealth lies outside of 
the USA, principally in Asia. Trump can threaten all he wants, but he can’t change reality. The USA lost its 
economic dominance several decades ago, and all the tariffs in the world won’t get it back. All that is really 
happening is that governments around the world are scrambling to re-format trade (and power) away from the USA 
permanently. Power shifted to Asia during 2025 and it will never shift back. 2025 will go down in history as the year 
the USA lost its ability to dominate world affairs forever. It will take many years for this to sink in, but 2025 is a 
momentous year.   
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NEW TITLES TO THE END OF NOVEMBER, 2025 

Armenia and Azerbaijan Travel Reference Map 7th Edition 2026 1:450,000 ISBN 9781771290432 UPC 
817712904324 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The Caucasus region consists of three disparate ethnicities. The 
Georgians are Europeans, the Armenians are somewhat Middle Eastern, and Azerbaijan is mostly Persian in its 
orientation. Armenia suffered grievously at the hands of the Turks following WW1, to the point that their border with 
Turkey remains closed to this day. Azerbaijan was terribly destabilized by Stalinist Russia, resulting in ethnic 
enclaves within it, and is only now starting to see its borders stabilized and relations with Armenia normalized. 
Georgia remains the lynch-pin holding the region together, and it is itself severely threatened by Russian 
aggression. Regardless, the region is now peaceful and open for tourism. Armenia, in particular, offers great 
potential for tourism. It is relatively easy to visit by land from Georgia, and by air from a variety of airports. 
Azerbaijan can also be reached by land from Georgia, and by sea from a variety of ports along the Caspian Sea. 
Both countries have existed for centuries despite the politics that dominated them in the 20th centuries, and both 
are lovely countries, with friendly people, and deserve a prosperous future. This is a double-sided map, with most 
of Armenia on one side and Azerbaijan on the other. AVAILABLE 

Azerbaijan and Armenia Travel Reference Map – see Armenia, above 

Guyana & Suriname, with French Guiana Travel Reference Map 4th Edition 2026 1:850,000 ISBN 
9781771293310 UPC 817712933102 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The three Guianas exist thanks to their 
political colonial history and the competition among Britain, France, and the Netherlands for dominance in the 
Caribbean region generally, and in world politics in particular. The end result is two independent nations, Guyana 
and Suriname, and a French overseas territory, French Guiana. Guyana is the largest country, with its capital of 
Georgetown on the coast. Travel inland is difficult, but there is a road to the Brasilian border, connecting with 
Highway BR401. French Guiana and Suriname dominate Side 2 of the map, with insets of Paramaribo, the capital 
of Suriname, and Cayenne, French Guiana being included. An inset of Kourou is also shown. There is no land 
crossing to Guyana or Brasil, and the interiors of both countries remains undeveloped, although a ferry connects 
Highway N1 in French Guiana to Albina in Suriname. Definitely off the beaten track adventurism here! AVAILABLE 

LOTS MORE TO COME IN 2026! 

 ITMB plans to bring out 75 new releases during 2026. Many will be updated editions of current titles, 
but there will also be a brand new map of the Trans-Canada Highway, the longest straight-line roadway in 
the world, a first-time ever map of the Faroe Islands, a new map of Southern England, and maybe one of 
Northern England to match it, and (we hope) several exciting new country and city maps. Keep watching 
for weekly press releases of newly-issued maps. Ther’s a lot of excitement coming! 

 

NEW TITLES AND NEW RELEASE AS OF THE END OF OCTOBER, 2025 

Europe Railway & Road Travel Reference Map 6th Edition 2026 1:3,350,000ISBN 9781771292733 UPC 
817712927330 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Europe is the most popular travel destination in the world. While 
many visitors are only going to one or two countries or even cities, many more are exploring the continent via train, 
using discounted rail passes, so a map covering all the countries is very popular. In this newest edition, we have 
included newly-opened stretches of rapid-rail lines that are gradually transforming how people travel in Europe. 
One such line is too short to show up on the map. That is the new east-west line under London that now paves the 
way for extending high-speed trains to Manchester in the future. Side 1 covers western Europe as far east as 
Berlin/Rome, while side 2 covers points as far east as Moscow and Greece. A small inset map of Iceland is 
included, although that country has no railroads. Another inset covers northern Scandinavia, which does. 
Unusually, two panels are dedicated to flags and basic information for all 48 nations that constitute Europe. 
AVAILABLE 
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Idaho, Montana, & Wyoming Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2026 1:1,000,000 ISBN 9781771293730 UPC 
817712937308 $11.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – The three northern Rocky Mountain states of Idaho, Montana, and 
Wyoming form a distinct regional unity within the USA, scenically very attractive, relatively lightly populated, and 
economically agriculturally positioned. Going from west to east, Side 1 concentrates on Idaho, with a little bit of 
Washington State, Montana, and Utah, showing dozens of wilderness campsites, Yellowstone and Glacier National 
Parks, the Buffalo Bill Center, and the site of the Battle of Little Big Horn, where native Americans thoroughly 
defeated the US Cavalry. Side 2 focuses on Montana and Wyoming and the eastern side of the Rocky Mountain 
chain. This is ‘Big Sky’ country, with well-known historical places to visit, such as Cheyanne, Laramie, Grand Teton, 
Billings, and Bozeman; wide-open country, where one can easily imagine the buffalo roaming. AVAILABLE 

Osaka & Western Japan Travel Reference Map 4th Edition 2026 1:12,500/1:600,000 ISBN 9781771295956 
UPC 817712959560 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – Osaka is one of the most-visited cities in Japan. Its castle, first 
built in 1586, is the largest in Japan. Universal Studios has created a theme park in the city that attracts ten million 
visitors per year. Osaka is the second largest urban area in Japan and, as such, has several railway stations in 
addition to the mainline shinkansen. It also has Japan’s second international airport, Kansai, located on a man-
made island in the bay. It is also close to Kobe, where most cruise ships dock, and is included on this map with an 
inset of the town centre. Side 2 covers western Japan, from Nagoya to Shimonoseki, so all of the western portion of 
Honshu Island, including Kyoto, Nara, Okayama, Hiroshima, and Matsui. The shinkansen lines are shown 
prominently, as well as regular train lines, motorways, and main roads. This map covers all the areas most visited 
by tourists exploring Japan. AVAILABLE 

San Francisco & Central California Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2025 on waterproof paper 
1:12,500/1:800,000 ISBN 9781771297417 UPC 817712974174 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 - You may leave your 
heart in San Francisco, but you need this map to find your way around the city in the meantime! Although the urban 
area is very large, San Fran itself is relatively compact, with most of its attractions located close to either the city 
centre (center in American) or to a tram line. Chinatown is, of course, a major attraction and well-worth a visit. 
Japantown is less known, but occupies seven blocks along Geary Street. Pier 39, perhaps better known as 
Fisherman’s Wharf, is also home to a large colony of sea lions. The cruise ship terminal is nearby. Of course, the 
two major parks, Golden Gate and Presidio, are worth visiting, and Haight Street is still hippie heaven. The other 
side of the map shows central California and western Nevada in great detail, from Red Bluff south to Fresno and 
from the coast to the huge Nellis air base occupying much of desert-like Nevada. AVAILABLE 

USA Pacific Coast Travel Reference Map 6th Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:1,000,000 ISBN 
9781771298605 UPC 817712986054 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – One of our most popular maps is this one. It 
starts in Vancouver and ends in Tijuana, but its strength is its detailed coverage of the three Pacific Coast states. 
Side 1 concentrates on Washington and Oregon, with a bit of northern California. Coverage of California continues 
on Side 2 to the Mexican border. All motorways and major highways are shown, as well as the increasingly-popular 
rail lines going north-south as well as east-west. As much of the interior of California is arid, it is lightly populated, 
but home to Death Valley, the Mojave Desert, Joshua Tree NP, and Yosemite NP, as well as dozens of smaller 
recreational areas. This map is home to fifty million Americans and a powerful industrial/agricultural base that 
generates half of America’s wealth, so this map covers a very important part of America. AVAILABLE 

NEW TITLES AND NEW RELEASES AS OF THE END OF SEPTEMBER, 2025 

Cayman Islands Travel Reference Map 4th Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:37,000 ISBN 9781771293969 

- See Jamaica & Cayman Islands for description, below 

Eastern India Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:1,400,000 ISBN 9781772297431 

 See Sikkim & Eastern India for description, below 
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Jamaica & Cayman Islands Travel Reference Map 4th Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:125,000/1:37,500 
ISBN 9781771293969 UPC 817712939692 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – By the nature of how things are in the 
Caribbean, this map combines independent Jamaica with nearby colonial Cayman Islands. Both are lovely vacation 
spots and popular with resort lovers and cruise ship devotees. Jamaica is a largish island, with most of its touristic 
attractions concentrated on the north coast. The capital, Kingston, is on the south coast and is the island’s major 
commercial centre. Most visitors confine themselves to Montego Bay and Ocho Rios on the north coast. Side 1 
shows the entire island, with inset maps of Kingston, Mandeville, Montego Bay, Ocho Rios, Port Antonio, and 
Spanish Town. Side 2 is devoted to the lovely British colony of Cayman, which consist of Grand Cayman Island and 
the offshore smaller islands of Little Cayman and Cayman Brac. Most visitors concentrate on Georgetown, the 
capital, and the many resort hotels north of the town. Much of the main island is a gigantic mangrove swamp, but 
the island has several notable touristic sites, the most memorable of which is probably Hell, a 24 million year-old 
salt & limestone formation that is a must-see! The two smaller islands are best accessed by commuter flights from 
the mani island. The map has two covers, so can be displayed in both countries names. AVAILABLE 

Java Travel Reference Map2nd Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:600,000 ISBN 9781771293976 UPC 
817712939760 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The Asian country of Indonesia is the fourth most populous country 
on earth. The island of Java is so long that it fills both sides of this map. The national capital, Jakarta, is also on this 
island, but it the experience of travelling on the island that leads to the most memories. The island’s road network is 
excellent, and passenger rail service is very good. The island is the site of several volcanoes, and the famous 
island of Krakatoa is now a national park, just west of Java. Naturally, being a nation of islands, excellent ferry 
services join Java to Bali and other islands. The map also includes several inset maps of major cities, such as 
central Jakarta, Bandung, Semarang, and Surabaya. This island needs at least a week to see properly. Cruise 
ships also visiting various ports of call on a regular basis. Indonesia is rapidly becoming an economic powerhouse, 
so it is very nice that it is also tourist-friendly. ITMB also publishes a separate map of the entire country and 
sectional maps of Bali, Lombok, Kalimantan/Borneo, and Sumatra. Java is a prime travel experience waiting to 
happen! AVAILABLE 

Sikkim & Eastern India Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:135,000/1:1,400,000 
ISBN 9781771297431 UPC 817712974310 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Sikkim is a self-governing mountainous 
principality in the Himalayas just north of Bengal State of India. Side 1 shows the entire country, with its capital of 
Gangtok.. Most of the country’ development is concentrated in the south. While theoretically, one could enter 
neighbouring Nepal or Tibet, both physical and political realities dictate that access to Sikkim depends on one road 
crossing from north of Darjeeling and a single train line that terminates just inside the border. Thus, Sikkim is a 
rather isolated, but lovely, travel destination, but is well-worth the effort to explore. Numerous religious complexes 
celebrate Buddhism, Hinduism, and Sikhism. The country also has one of the highest-elevation roads on earth, 
being the Nathu La, rising to 14, 450 feet above sea level. It is located on the ancient Gangtok-Lhasa trade route. 
While it might not be a practical access point to Tibet for political reasons, the drive from Gangtok to the peak is 
enervating, with an alternative downside route via Kupup providing a real travel experience back to Gangtok. Most 
of the temples are in the vicinity of Gangtok This is what we like to call a ‘developing’ country, which really means 
that it leads a differing approach to happiness; definitely a travel adventure!  The second side of the map is a 
detailed rendering of the east coast of India, from Nepal/Sikkim in the north to Visakhapatnam in the south and as 
far west as Varanasi/Benares. The western portion of Bangladesh is also shown, but the focus of this side is 
Kolkata/Calcutta and the Grand Trunk highway westward towards New Delhi, the massive Ganges River complex, 
and the temples of Orissa State. India ends to be a bit overwhelming as a country, so we have tried to make it a 
little easier to fathom by noting major Top Attractions, such as Shillong, Tawang, and Bodhgaya. AVAILABLE 
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Trinidad & Tobago & Eastern Caribbean Cruising Map 2nd Edition 2026 1:150,000/1:2,400,000 ISBN 
9781771298124 UPC 817712981240 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Located just north of Venezuela, Trinidad is 
the most southerly of the Caribbean islands and has a history very different from the rest of the Caribbean. It was 
first settled by the Spanish, after displacing the native residents, and became a British possession only in 1797. 
More northerly Tobago has a more interesting history, changing hands 30 times in various wars to determine which 
European power would dominate the region. Nowadays, both islands look to tourism as a major source of revenue, 
but neither island has seriously developed its resort potential. Most visitors arrive via cruise ship, and this largely 
means spending a day in Port-of-Spain, the capital. One of the unique attractions of Trinidad is a pool of hot 
asphalt, first discovered by Sir Walter Raleigh in 1595, and has been caulking ships ever since. Tobago, once a 
major tobacco-growing island, is now a quiet, respectable community based in Scarborough, the capital, and 
Plymouth. The two islands were annexed to each other by Britin in 1889. The country has been independent since 
1962. Side 2 of the map is a very interesting rendering of the entire Eastern Caribbean region, and is particularly 
noteworthy for showing the boundaries of various island nations. Some are still colonies or ‘overseas territories’ and 
others are very well-known touristic havens. One is apparently contested between Haiti and the USA (tiny, 
uninhabited Navassa Island). St. Croix’s boundaries are apparently completely separate from the US Virgin Islands, 
to which it is attached. Anguilla is little visited, whereas neighbouring St. Maarten is one of the region’s most 
popular cruse destinations. There are two islands called Bonaire, one in little-visited St, Eustatius, and the other off 
the coast of Venezuela in the Dutch Antilles. Martinique and Guadeloupe, both French to the core, are separated 
by English-speaking Dominica. Antigua is joined to distant Barbuda, whereas nearby Montserrat remains a British 
colony. The Turks and Caicos Islands remains an orphan to the north of Haiti, and who is responsible for Isla 
Mona? Quite the mish-mash! AVAILABLE 

 

NEW RELEASES AS OF END OF AUGUST, 2025 

Bolivia Travel Reference Map 7th Edition 2026, on waterproof paper 1:400,000 ISBN 9781771291149 UPC 
817712911490 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Estonia & Tallinn Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2026 1:385,000/1:6,000 ISBN 9781771292740 UPC 
817712927408 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Georgia & Tbilisi Travel Reference Map2nd Edition 2025 1:600,000/1:6.500 ISBN 9781771293297 UPC 
817712932976 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Kazakhstan Travel Reference Map 4th Edition 2026 1:2,300,000 ISBN 9781771294201 UPC 817712942012 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Malaysia Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:730,000/1:1,100,000 ISBN 
9781771294980 UPC 817712949806 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Mexico City & Central Mexico Travel Reference Map 5th Edition 2024 1:12,000/1:900,000 ISBN 
9781771294881 UPC 817712948816 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – AVAILABLE 

Switzerland Travel Reference Map 4th Edition 2026 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771297424 UPC 
817712974242 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 


