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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #3 OF 2025 – Mid March   
INTRODUCTION 

 It is very difficult to prepare a mapping letter at a time of political turbulence where one doesn’t know from 
one day to the next whether or not one’s business is going to be damaged by tariffs or how to deal with long-term 
friends and allies who suddenly become enemies. It is very confusing. What is certain is that the world has gone 
through one of those cataclysmic shifts and we have to adjust to new realities where long-term friends and 
neighbours inexplicably turn nasty. So be it. The world will survive Trump and even a re-energized Russia. Canada 
has elected a new leader and will hold democratic elections soon and will carry on. France and Germany will adjust 
to their new political realities following elections, as Italy did. The sun will still rise in the east and set in the west, 
not caring what we little insects do on the earth’s surface. The world will carry on, and so will we. 

A WORD OF WARNING TO OUR CUSTOMERS 

 Canada is now at war. As a nation, we are pitted against a powerful and malicious opponent that is 
determined to crush us, destroy our freedom, and subject us to policies we regard as racist and bigoted. I am not 
talking about China, or Russia, I am talking about the USA. Like Ukraine, Canada is fighting back, and will fight to 
the last Canadian to defend our country. That said, most Americans don’t even realize yet that their dictatorial new 
government has committed them to a devastating war, and to these Americans I can only say WAKE UP!!! 

 ITMB is a mapping company, not a political entity, but Canada is being targeted for destruction by the USA.  
Here’s how we’re fighting back: 

1. Canadians are stopping/cancelling travel plans to the USA as fast as possible. Thus far, 40% of all plans to 
travel to the USA have been cancelled. That is a ten billion dollar hit to the American economy in one week. 
Expect that figure to grow exponentially to forty billion within a month. That affects map sales. 

2. American products already in Canada are being boycotted, and Canadian firms are cancelling pending 
orders whenever possible. This is particularly true of alcoholic beverages, whose sales are approaching 
zero and is costing the American economy billions of dollars per day in lost revenue. Canada has imposed 
an impressive set of 25% tariffs for goods of the USA and is maintaining tariffs for the next month at least. 

3. The American stock market is plummeting as economic reality sets in. Trillions of pension investment 401 
savings money has been wiped out already and the American economy is suffering its worst decline in a 
decade. Trump backtracked as the market continued to plunge and ‘paused’ almost all tariffs after a 
profanity-laced shouting match with Prime Minister Trudeau. There are now NO TARIFFS on maps!!! 

4. While Canadians still feel friendly-inclined towards individual Americans, collectively the USA is now the 
most unpopular country in the world, with an approval rating lower than that of Russia. Canada trusts the 
USA so little that ALL the tariffs we imposed remain in place indefinitely and will expand if the USA 
continues to impose tariffs. 

5. Trust in the USA has been shattered. You have broken sacred treaties that govern relations between 
countries. I won’t say ‘never again’, but it will be extremely difficult for Canada to trust the word of the 
American government for many years to come. Trump is completely discredited as a leader. He is a serial 
liar whose word cannot be trusted, nor can anything emanating from the US government be trusted. 

ITMB will not be cowed by Trump and his ignorant minions. We will continue to publish and supply high-
quality maps to the world without fear or favour. There will be no change to our policies or to our 
commitment to map the world, one little piece at a time, with integrity. We will continue to supply American 
customers with their mapping requirements, but we will discontinue supplying the US government until 
such time as all tariffs disappear. We urge all Americans to fight dictatorial government directives, even 
though Trump has declared protests punishable by imprisonment. 

We live in interesting times! 
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NEW TITLES 

 As usual, ITMB is pleased to announce several new releases this month. Our product line is so extensive 
that we run out of some title or other at least once a week. That leads to a never-ending updating process to bring 
our artwork up-to-date and to a printing process that takes a couple of months, sometimes longer. Then pallets 
arrive at our shipping door and we’re frantically off-loading cartons full of maps and storing them in our warehouse, 
adding the new inventory to our computer program, and preparing to let you know what has newly arrived.  

 Here’s what’s new this month: Andorra and Pyrenees, Arizona & New Mexico, Canada’s Maritime 
Provinces, Costa Rica, Miami & Southern Florida, and New Zealand South (i.e. South Island). See NEW 
RELEASES, below, for ordering information/descriptions.  

USA DECLARES THE DUMBEST WAR IN HISTORY 

 That’s right folks, the USA is now at war with Canada, China, and Mexico, and war with Europe is 
imminent. Granted, at the moment, it is economic warfare and nobody is being killed, but it is a very serious 
situation and is bound to get worse as Trump continues his mad scheme to take over countries such as Panama, 
Greenland, and Palestine. Six weeks into his administration, he arbitrarily tore up the free trade agreement that he 
signed with Canada and Mexico just four years ago and is inflicting punishing tariffs on both countries that are 
designed to collapse the economies of both countries and China. This has led to both China and Canada levying 
severe tariffs against American products, with Mexico weighing its options. The stock market is crashing, a 
recession is coming, border officials are in confusion, and companies are panicking. A day after imposing the most 
severe tariffs in history, Trump reversed course and suspended most tariffs. CHAOS! ITMB calmly carries on. 

 Forget about politics. We are in the map trade as publishers, distributors, retailers, libraries, and individual 
end users. How does this situation affect us? If you are in Europe, Australasia, or Canada, nothing changes. If you 
are in the USA, your prices from ITMB do not change, as all tariffs on maps, atlases, and books have been ‘paused’ 
for the next month – or until Trump talks to somebody else in five minutes’ time, in which case, anything goes. 

 Sorry about that, but this situation is not only completely illegal, it is inflationary and very damaging to the 
US economy. Look at us. Tiny little ITMB is telling you that you that Americans may have to raise prices because 
your own government is punishing you with an illegal tax. Do you think that we like having to do this? Ridiculous! 
This war is not only the dumbest move ever, it is criminally insane, but what can we do? The American market is 
ITMB’s second largest market. We like Americans as individuals, generally speaking (unless they are rabid Trump 
supporters), and regret seeing this unnecessary friction between formerly-friendly countries. Please accept that we 
are not doing anything to make life more difficult for our American friends, you are doing this to yourselves, and we 
are merely being sideswiped in the process. Let’s focus on travel, and maps. 

PHILIPPINES AS A TRAVEL DESTINATION 

 Philippines, or The Philippines as most of us think of it, was a Spanish colony for centuries before being 
conquered by the USA in 1899 and transformed into an American overseas possession, which means a colony, the 
same as Cuba and Puerto Rico were. The Americans were remarkably bad at being a colonial authority, no doubt 
due to their own history. Cuba was soon passed off as an ‘independent’ country, whereby the American Fruit 
Company owned 97% of the land and Cubans weren’t allowed any. We all know how that came to an end in 1959! 
Puerto Rico remains as an overseas possession to this day. It citizens are considered to be sort-of Americans, but 
not allowed to vote, become a state, or decide their own future. Filipinos were rather more fortunate in a bad sort of 
way, in that they were seized by Japan in 1941 and occupied for most of WW2. At the end of the war, Filipinos 
decided that they did not want the Americans lording it over them any more and opted for independence. It 
declared its independence, and after some serious fighting, won the right to govern themselves, albeit by accepting 
that American military might was such that major US bases were allowed to stay. That eventually ended, then was 
re-started, and now the country is allied with the USA against China. A complicated history, indeed. 

 Touristically, the Philippines is quite popular. The country has 7,641 islands to explore and is the largest 
archipelago in the world. Although there are separatist movements on some of the islands that should be avoided, 
the vast majority of islands are safe, easy to get to, and friendly. Here are some Philippino facts: 
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1. Many, if not most, people speak English, a legacy of association with the USA, but the national language is 
Filipino, with more than 170 different dialects of Tagalog. English is the second language. 

2. The Philippines is the only country in Asia that is predominately Christian; 86% are Roman Catholic. 

3. The largest pearl in the world was found in Palawan, one of the Philippine islands, weighing 75 pounds. It is 
valued at $100 million. 

4. Filipinos start celebrating Christmas in September and keeping it going until January. 

5. The Philippines is the largest supplier of nurses in the world, thanks to a Canadian university establishing a 
training college in the country and granting degrees valid throughout North America. 25% of all nurses in 
the USA are Filipinos. Better not deport them! 

6. Filipino men and women predominate the staff on cruise ship lines all over the world; ditto gambling 
casinos in Las Vegas. There are 18,000,000 Filipinos who are American citizens. 

7. ITMB publishes an excellent double-side map of the country, and a separate expanded map of Luzon 
Island, the major and most-visited island, as well as a detailed map of Manila, the capital.  

NEW RELEASES AS OF MID-MARCH, 2025 

Andorra & Pyrenees Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 on waterproof stone paper 1:40,000/1:500,000 ISBN 
9781771290364 UPC 817712903648 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – We first mapped Andorra two decades ago, 
and were the very first publisher to bring out a travel map of that small but interesting country. During winter 
months, Andorra is a very popular ski resort destination, and in summer is a shopper’s delight, with prices much 
lower than in either France or Spain. Easily reachable from either country, it is one of those off-the-beaten-track 
that make Europe unique. The reverse side concentrates on the entire Pyrenees mountain chain from both the 
French and the Spanish points of view, from Bayonne in the west to Perpignan in the east. Did you know that 
Andorra has a tiny enclave surrounded by France? Look for Llivia, west of Mont-Louis! AVAILABLE 

Arizona & New Mexico Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 1:900,000 ISBN 9781771290388 UPC 
817712903884 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – Traditionally, the American states of Arizona and New Mexico have 
been an extremely popular travel destinations.  This map shows both states to good advantage, with detailed inset 
maps of Albuquerque and Flagstaff. Historic Route 66 also passes through the region, which also includes such 
attractive sites as Santa Fe, Carlsbad Caverns, Sedona, and Grand Canyon. AVAILABLE 

Canada’s Maritime Provinces Travel Reference Map 4th Ed. 2025 1:535,000 ISBN 9781771291903 UPC 
817712919038 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The three Canadian Atlantic provinces of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island have always formed a special sense of unity as sanctuary resettlement areas 
for the hundreds of thousands of settlers fleeing the turmoil of the American revolution. Nowadays, they are tranquil 
friendly parts of the world to visit, scenically attractive, with small fishing villages and countless historic sites to visit. 
The Anne of Green Gables farm site on PEI is one of the most-visited national heritage sites in the world, as is Fort 
Louisbourg on Cape Breton Island. Historic Halifax is a must-see city, as are Moncton, Charlottetown, and Saint 
John’s. AVAILABLE 

Miami & Southern Florida Travel Reference Map on waterproof stone paper 2nd Ed 2025 1:12,000/1:600,000 
ISBN 9781771294966 UPC 817712949660 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – Miami is one of America’s most vibrant 
cities, thanks to its large Cuban population. Historic Miami Beach is, of course, famous and loaded with art-deco 
beach hotels. The second side of the map encompasses a detailed map of Florida from the Keys north to Daytona 
Beach, including such well-known destinations as Tampa, the Everglades, Fort Lauderdale, Cape Canaveral, and 
Disneyland. AVAILABLE 
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New Zealand South (Island) 2nd Ed. 2025 1:600,000 ISBN 9781771296014 UPC 817712960146 $14.95cdn/us 
E/GBP 10.90 – New Zealand is a very popular travel destination. ITMB publishes a map of the entire country and 
two detailed maps at a better scale of the North and the South Islands. South Island is somewhat larger than the 
more populous North, and includes several offshore small island entities, such as the Chatham Islands and the 
South Auckland Islands off the coast of Antarctica. The main city is Christchurch, for which a detailed street plan 
has been included on the map. The ferry route to Wellington (on North Island) is also shown. AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES MID_FEBRUARY, 2025 

Fiji and Tonga Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 Scale varies ISBN 9781771292900 UPC 817712929006 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The South Pacific offers a wealth of scenic and interesting countries to visit. Fiji is 
one of the most popular, consisting of two major islands and dozens of smaller ones. Suva, the capital, is portrayed 
with a detailed inset map. The southern island of Viti Levu is more popular with tourists, but the more northerly 
island of Vanua Levu is more relaxing. The second side shows the islands of Tonga. This is less visited than Fiji, 
just to its west, and consists of dozens of islands and many resort hotels. The capital of Nuku’alofa is small enough 
to walk everywhere and is the point of embarkation for most of the other islands. Captain Cook landed on tiny 
Vatoa Island in 1774, and the Bounty visited volcanic Tofua Island in 1789. This is a Pacific paradise! AVAILABLE 

Geneva & Western Switzerland Travel Reference Map 4th Ed 2025 1:6,500/1:301,000 ISBN 9781771293266 
UPC 817712932662 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – Geneva is an ancient Swiss town close to the French border, 
nestled along the edge of Lake Leman, and is bisected by the Rhone River. The old town is on the left, or lower, 
bank and is loaded with shops and restaurants. The ‘new’ town is on the right, or upper, bank and contains the 
downtown shopping area and the main railway station. The United Nations complex, the Palais des Nations, is a bit 
of a walk to reach, so fortunately there is a tram that goes right to the gates. The airport is shown at the top of the 
page. The 2nd side is a new map for us, covering the western half of Switzerland as far as Basle and Luzern, 
concentrating on the rail network as well as the roads. For example, it shows the rail line to Zermatt, at the base of 
the Matterhorn. This is a beautiful part of the world to explore! AVAILABLE 

Uganda Travel Reference Map 8th Ed. 2025 1:600,000 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771298582 UPC 
817712985828 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 - Uganda is one of the most interesting countries in Africa to visit. Side 
1 covers the touristic northern half of the country, with Murchison Falls National Park and its many safari lodges 
dominating. In the far north is Kidepo National Park, wilder and less visited and therefore more pristine. In the east 
is Mount Elgin. Side 2 is dominated by Kampala, the capital, and is the heartland of the Bugandan people. And 
Lake Victoria, shared with Neighbouring Tanzania And Kenya. AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES AS OF MID-JANUARY, 2025 

Afghanistan Travel Reference Map, with Turkmenistan 4th Ed. 2020 1:1,650,000 ISBN 9781771299988 UPC 
817712979988 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – This is not a new title, but is being noted here to fill a stop-gap 
situation. The map was updated and released in 2020 in combination with Turkmenistan. At the time, American 
forces were still in Afghanistan, and we had plenty of our unique Afghanistan maps still in print. Then the Americans 
evacuated rather rapidly, the Afghan government collapsed very rapidly, and the Taliban moved in to fill the political 
vacuum. Ever since, the country has been difficult to enter. Regardless, a steady demand for maps of the country 
continues to exist. This is an important country to keep in print, but for now we have no way to accurately update it. 
As a compromise, we wish all customers to note that ITMB still has a detailed map of the country. AVAILABLE 

Las Vegas and Region Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2025 on waterproof paper 1:40,000/1:800,000 ISBN 
9781771294508 UPC 8177129 45082 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Vegas, for short, is the world wrapped into a 
city dedicated to entertainment.  Do you want to see the Statue of Liberty, or a Montgolfier balloon, or the Eiffel 
Tower? They’re all there. So are fireworks displays, dancing fountains, top-rate entertainment, the Cirque de Soleil, 
and enough gambling casinos to keep the alcohol flowing freely. The ‘strip’ is centred on the airport and the I-15 
motorway, and most visitors don’t even realize that this represents only a fraction of Las Vegas’ many charms, 
AVAILABLE 
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Manhattan and Region Travel Reference Map 5th Ed. 2025 on waterproof paper 1:11,000/1:750,000 ISBN 
9781771294942 UPC 817712949424 $13,95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – New York City is the largest urban 
agglomeration in the USA. Manhattan is its centre and its heart. Our map covers the island from Battery Park north 
to the upper regions of Central Park, with a regional map showing Staten Island, New Jersey, the Bronx, and Long 
Island’s Brooklyn and Queen’s urban areas. A Top Attractions and a detailed transit map shows the entire MTA 
subway system from JFK airport to Newark. The map shows 33 live theatres in the Times Square area, so many 
that they need to be shown by number instead of name (list provided). The subway lines are all shown as to how 
they actually run underground, and all major buildings are named. AVAILABLE 

Mongolia Travel Reference Map 8th Ed. 2025 on waterproof paper 1:800,000 ISBN 9781771294959 UPC 
817712949592 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Mongolia is a fascinating country to visit, a bulwark between China 
and Russia. The eastern half of the country is well-developed and its capital, Ulaan Baatar is a modern city 
emerging out of a collection of traditional villages. One can fly into the capital or take a train from Beijing, with a 
change of train at the border which can be amusingly complicated. Regardless, this is a wild and wonderful land full 
of surprises. Parts of the famous Gobi Desert have been incorporated into park-like ‘protected areas, mostly along 
the border with China, and are difficult to enter, but the Gobi is huge, so ample opportunities to explore it exist.  
AVAILABLE 

New Guinea Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 1:1,650,000 ISBN 9781771295864 UPC 817712958648 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The South Pacific island of New Guinea is divided into two distinct entities. The 
eastern half is the independent country of Papua New Guinea, with its capital of Port Moresby. It includes several 
island chains, such as the Bismark Archipelago and the Louisiade Archipelago and is closely associated with 
Australia, which is immediately to its south. As a result, it is somewhat developed in its infrastructure, although 
there is no road as yet joining the eastern portion with the central highlands, nor are there any land connections 
with the western half of the island. This portion is controlled by Indonesia and is known as West Irian (or Irian Jaya), 
with its major urban area being Sorong, in the far west, with ferry connections to Indonesian islands further to the 
west.  The other major urban area is Jayapura, on the north coast, which also has ferry connections to other parts 
of Indonesia. Needless to say, the two halves of the island have little to do with each other. Both portions are 
definitely off-the-beaten-path destinations appealing to adventuresome travellers. AVAILABLE 

Southern Ontario (or Ontario South half) Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2025 1:550,000 ISBN 9781771297363 
UPC 817712973634 $11.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – Ontario is one of the largest provinces in Canada, a country 
where vast distances are taken for granted. The part of the province generally known as Southern Ontario is that 
portion of this huge geographic area that borders the Great Lakes and is home to the great majority of the 
population, centred on Toronto, the province’s capital and the largest urban area within Canada at four million 
population. Side 1 concentrates on the south east region fronting on to the USA’s Detroit and Cleveland areas and 
contains such treasures as Point Pelee, which is on the same latitude as northern California, London, with its 
famous university, Niagara Falls, Toronto itself, and the recreational heartland of Georgian Bay. AVAILABLE 

Zurich & Northern Switzerland Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 1:8,000/1:301,000 ISBN 9781771299244 
UPC 817712992444 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – Surprisingly, although ITMB has included detailed maps of both 
Geneva and Zurich in its product line for many years, we have not, until now, focused on Switzerland itself as a 
travel destination. This map is the first of three that will be arriving during 2025, and concentrates on the fabulously 
interesting city of Zurich and on the northern half of Switzerland. Side 1 is a detailed map of the city surrounding the 
Zurichsee The central core is centred on the busy railway station and the Limmat River that bisects the old town 
centre. This is now largely a pedestrian area and a tret for strolling. Ferry docks along the shoreline provide 
excursion day-trips as well as working ferries to transport locals to urban areas along the See. Due to its 
mountainous nature, the city has developed a sophisticated transit system of trams, buses, and rail connections to 
move people around. We have included an elaborate transit inset map to assist visitors. AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES TO MID-DECEMBER, 2024 

Albania Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 1:210,000 ISBN9781771290371 UPC 817712903716 $14.95cdn/us 
E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 
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Dubai & UAE Travel Reference Map 4th Ed. 2025 1:14,000/1:700,000 ISBN 9781771292368 UPC 817712923684 
$14.94cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Guernsey Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 1:18,000 ISBN 9781771293938 – see Jersey for description 

Jersey & Gurnsey Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 1:18,000 ISBN 9781771293938 UPC 817712939388 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Portugal Travel Reference Map 4th Ed. 2025 1:500,000 ISBN 9781771296359 UPC 817712963598 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Sumatra Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2025 1:1,100,000 ISBN 9781771297387 UPC 817712973870 
$14.94cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Syria Travel Reference Map (with Jordan) 4th Ed. 2024 1:825,000 (inset of Damascus at 1:8,700) ISBN 
9781771293921 UPC 817712939210 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Tokyo & Kanto/Chubu Regions Travel Reference Map 6th Ed. 2025 on waterproof paper 1:14,000/1:600,000 
ISBN 9781771298094 UPC 817712980946 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Uruguay & Montevideo Travel Reference Map 6th Ed. 2025 1:770,000/1:10,000 ISBN 9781771298599 UPC 
817712985996 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

USA Southwest States Travel Reference Map 4th Ed 2023 on waterproof paper 1:900,000 ISBN 
9781771298551 UPC 817712985514 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 – AVAILABLE 

Whistler and Region Travel Reference Map 9th Ed. 2025 1:50,000/1:250,000 ISBN 9781771299039 UPC 
817712990396 $13.95dcn/us E/GBP 9.95 – AVAILABLE 

 


