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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #6 OF 2025 – June   
INTRODUCTION 
 The world seems topsy-turvy these days, so let’s focus on the positive. The world’s economy is rapidly 
shifting to one that avoids contact with the USA. It’s painful and confusing and Americans are paying a heavy price 
for electing Trump, but that doesn’t mean that the 96% of us who aren’t Americans need to roll over and placate a 
man with an ego problem. Travel is alive and well, and the production and sale of maps for travel remains robust. 
ITMB is not the only company producing new and exciting maps. Freytag & Berndt, IGN, Michelin, National 
Geographic, Ordnance Survey, and Touring Club Italiano are releasing updated editions and new titles month after 
month. In this newsletter, I want to share what is going on in the great big, beautiful world outside of the USA, 
starting with exciting new maps from ITMB. 

NEW TITLES 
 We received more titles from the printer this past month than we can introduce in this newsletter without 
overloading you with more titles than you can absorb in a short time period. For this month, we introduce the 
following seven new titles: Central Asia, Lebanon & Beirut, Lisbon & Southern Portugal, Newfoundland & 
Labrador, Nova Scotia & Prince Edward Island, Paris and Region, and Tunisia & Libya. As Lan and I will be in 
Europe during July, a further newsletter will be issued late in June introducing more titles. ITMB uses more than 
one printer to print maps. Usually, only one of the three sends us shipments each month. This month, all three 
managed to get 15 titles to us, some of which we weren’t expecting until July. Nice though it is to receive a bonanza 
of new releases, we need to pace the releases to meet the market’s ability to absorb new material, given the 
uncertain economic reality facing most retailers and distributors. Ordering details can be found under NEW 
RELEASES, below. 

FREE TRADE 
 The concept of free trade is not dead, it is just dead as far as the USA is concerned. Trump’s attitude is 
‘heads, I win, tails, you lose’. Free trade agreements are not a mechanism whereby countries punish each other, 
they are legal agreements akin to treaties whereby countries promise NOT to punish trading partners in different 
parts of the world by placing barriers to sensible trade. This does not mean that any country is ‘free’ to supply 
drugs, guns, or trade products to other countries indiscriminately, and there are legitimate reasons for countries to 
impose tariffs to level the playing field against other countries to prevent subsidized ‘dumping’ of products, prevent 
marketing of unsafe or poorly built products, or exert undo influence on other countries for political advantage. Nike 
sports shoes are now made mostly in Vietnam, then exported around the world for the benefit of millions of 
customers. Why? Well, simply stated, American labour costs are so high that Nike had to move production to Asia 
in order to stay in business as a worldwide supplier of footwear. The market for their product is not the USA, but the 
world. Levi Jeans moved its production to Lesotho, partly to save money, but mostly because they couldn’t find 
enough workers in the USA to continue doing production there. All toaster manufacturers in the USA went out of 
business, unable to compete with more modern and efficient production facilities in various Asian countries. The 
same happened to refrigerator companies and stove manufactures and, to a large extent, car manufacturers. In a 
nutshell, America has not kept pace with changing ways of manufacturing. 

I accept that Americans are rightly concerned that their traditional assembly line approach to manufacturing 
is disappearing, but it is failing for a very good reason. There are not enough people in the USA to support a large 
number of people making toasters on an assembly line basis at a time when the world market for such a product is 
already being met by companies that set up modern manufacturing facilities in other countries. American 
companies have invested trillions of dollars in building manufacturing facilities in various parts of the world, but so 
have Japanese and South Korean firms.  
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The largest vehicle manufacturers are not American, but Chinese. General Motors has been in Canada for 
100 years, and has been making Opel cars in Germany since the end of WW2. GM is an international company 
and always has been. Foreign companies have been investing in setting up plants in the USA as well, such as 
Toyota, Honda, Mercedes Benz, and Volkswagen. Canadian railway companies own a large number of American 
rail lines, and have for years. Canadian engineers were responsible for getting the first American into space many 
years ago, and the nuclear bomb was created using captured German scientists and forcing them to work in Los 
Alamos until the bomb was created. So what? This is the way the world works. 

My point is that free trade benefits everyone and disadvantages no one, as long as it is negotiated fairly 
and honoured by all parties to the agreement. There are situations where countries like the USA wish to ban the 
importation of electric cars into the USA and pressure Canada to follow suit, in order to protect the gas-guzzling 
American cars from competition. Canada feels that it needs to protect its dairy industry from heavily-subsidized 
American producers. India wants to protect its auto industry from cheap Chinese imports. Tariffs exist, but free 
trade is so beneficial that it overcomes all opposition. The power of free trade is overwhelming. Trying to stop it is 
akin to trying to stop the tide from rolling in, as Trump’s repeated flip-flops show. 

HABEAS CORPUS 
 Recently, certain political talking heads, notably Stephen Miller, an advisor to President Trump, have been 
touting the concept of abducting and ‘disappearing’ residents of the USA whom the President deems to be 
undesirable by suspending Habeas Corpus. As this directly affects travel, both to and within the USA, we should 
know more about this concept.  

Habeas Corpus, literally ‘to have the body’, dates back to the Assize of Clarendon in 1166, in Norman 
England, which makes it even older than the Magna Carta Liberatum (Great Charter of Liberty) signed by King 
John at Runnymede June 15, 1215. Of course, it has been codified several times since then, notably in 1460, 1640, 
and 1679. As such, it passed into American law in 1783 as an integral part of the US Constitution (Article 1, Section 
9). In essence, the law states that no person shall be arbitrarily detained for any reason and MUST be presented to 
a judge in court within a very brief time period of less than three days to be questioned and judged as to whether or 
not such detention is for a valid reason. NONE of the recent spate of detentions and illegal deportations carried out 
by the current US administration have followed the law. 

 This is extremely important for anyone residing in the USA or intending to enter the USA as a visitor. It is 
well documented that hundreds, if not thousands, of American residents, and a number of international visitors to 
the USA, have been detained for time periods of up to six weeks without being allowed access to counsel or being 
brought before a court, and there are numerous known situations where individuals have been moved illegally to 
prisons in El Salvador. Suspending Habeas Corpus, a fundamental law governing most societies (at least those 
that govern themselves according to a system of law), would give the President dictatorial powers to ‘disappear’ 
anyone he cares to without any due process of law. 

 Habeas Corpus has been suspended only twice in the history of the USA as an independent country – 
once during the American Civil War and its immediate aftermath, and once in World War 2, when it was invoked to 
seize the property of German and Japanese citizens and incarcerate them for the duration of the war. At no time 
has removing American residents to other countries ever been used, and even in times as severe as the civil war, 
those incarcerated were known. Today, an unknown number of people are being arrested and held without being 
charged with any offence for weeks at a time. 

 How does this affect travel? Obviously, anyone who enters the USA can find themselves detained, 
currently without legal access to counsel, for indefinite time periods for no apparent reason. American citizens can 
also be swept up by ICE agents and ‘disappeared’, sometimes forever. The rule of law is breaking down in the USA 
and this is extremely alarming. Anyone planning a visit to the USA has to accept the possibility of indefinite 
incarceration very, very seriously. Anyone residing within the USA, citizen or not, should be very alarmed by what is 
unfolding as Trump seeks to cow resistance to his rule by using terror tactics. 
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TRAVEL TO THE USA CONTINUES TO PLUMMET 
Sadly, the attitude of the American government is discouraging many from travelling to the USA. This is 

NOT because everyone has suddenly started hating Americans, but because the thugs running the government are 
behaving extremely badly towards those visiting the USA. The number of stories of innocent tourists being 
abducted at entry points, incarcerated incommunicado and denied any semblance of legal processes, including 
consular access, are far to many to ignore. German, Canadian, and English visitors have been abducted, held for 
up to two weeks, then deported without ever being told why. This is extremely bad behaviour by the American 
government, and don’t try and tell me that national security is involved, because it isn’t. Canadians have borne the 
brunt of American hostility in a number of ways. Cell phones and laptops have been seized, strip searches have 
been ordered, and cars searched when leaving the USA (note: I said LEAVING, not entering!!!). In March alone, 
border crossings dropped by 21% over February, and April’s figures are even higher, at 35%, as millions of well-to-
do individuals vote with their wallets and stop crossing the border. This has proved so alarming to ‘normal’ 
Americans that Canada has received several delegations from state-level politicians urgently trying to convince 
reluctant Canadians to resume travel to the USA. These efforts are unlikely to succeed as long as the Trump 
administration treats Canadians like vermin. 

Let me be clear. Canadians do not dislike Americans or the USA as a country, but we deeply resent being 
on the receiving end of a never-ending river of vitriol from Donnie Two-dolls and his coterie of corrupt syncopates 
trying to destroy our country and enslave us. If travel to the USA is dropping, it is because the USA as a country is 
treating us very badly and we don’t want to patronize a country that is abusing us on a daily basis. We realize that a 
high percentage of the American population do not support what the American government is trying to do, but 
Canada is being threatened with destruction by the USA, and we are not going to sit back and let it happen. Until 
such time as the USA changes direction, travel to the USA will continue to fall, but thank you to the Governors and 
citizens of so many states that have reached out hands of friendship. Hopefully, in the future, it will be possible to 
resume ‘normal’ relations with the Americans. 

PARIS DURING WORLD WAR 2 
 Paris is now one of the most exciting and vibrant cities in the world to visit, but it wasn’t always as attractive 
as it is today. The city harbours a dark past. In 1940, Germany invaded France and defeated the French army 
relatively quickly. This was a huge emotional shock to the people of France, understandably. Paris was occupied 
from mid-1940 until the arrival of Allied troops in 1944. The city suffered under the occupation, none more so than 
the Jewish population. A camp was set up at Drancy, on the outskirts of the city, to detain and ‘process’ foreign 
Jews at first, then residents of Paris, then Jewish persons and ‘dissident elements’ from all over France, as 
Germany pursued its goal of exterminating not only all aspects of the Jewish community, but of anyone who 
opposed them. One little-known aspect of the occupation is that the Germans took over a large furniture store, 
Levitan, and converted it into a department store, staffed by Jewish prisoners, in order to collect together and sell to 
German officers the household furnishings and appliances of plundered Jewish residents who had been deported 
to camps ‘in the east’. a euphemism everyone knew to be a death camp, but nobody wanted to say out loud. 
Prisoners were forced to off-load furniture trucks that would arrive daily, sort through the belongings of people who 
had been ‘disappeared’, and display such furniture, dresses, scarves, cutlery, and appliances as were considered 
to be in excellent condition. German officers would then visit the store, which everyone in Paris knew existed but 
nobody wanted to mention, make selections, and order the prisoners to package whatever they had acquired and 
ship it to Germany. Believe it or not, this plundering went on until a few days before the Allies finally arrived and the 
Germans fled. Some of the Jewish prisoners were executed by the Germans immediately before the Allies arrived, 
while others were spared and survived. These survivors, almost all of whom were women, bore emotional scars 
from their imprisonment for the rest of their lives. This couldn’t happen in America in 2025, could it? 
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WHY IS AMERICA CALLED AMERICA? 
 People who live in the United States call themselves Americans. Why? The short answer is that South 
America was named after Americo Vespucci (1452-1512), an Italian explorer who was the first to discover the land 
mass that we now know as the Western Hemisphere, along the South American coastline. He was the first explorer 
to realize that this ‘New World’ was not Asia, something Columbus never realized. A German cartographer, Martin 
Waldseemüller, named South America as America, in honour of Vespucci, in 1507, on a map. At the time, no one 
knew that Central and North America were part of the same land mass, but once they did the general name was 
extended to include all parts of the Western Hemisphere. The real reason why United Statians call themselves 
Americans dates back to England, to designate their English-controlled colonies in America separately from the 
Spanish and Portuguese colonial settlements further south. To the English, only the colonies under their rule 
counted as being ‘American’. This was extended to Acadia (now New Brunswick) and Quebec, after passing into 
British control in 1763. For some reason, British colonies in the Caribbean and South America were never 
considered to be ‘American’ in the same way as the varied colonies along the Atlantic seaboard. So, in short, when 
the English decided to emigrate to the New World, it was to the American colonies, or to the West Indies, or later to 
Australia and, over time, the people in the English colonies along the Atlantic coastline started thinking of 
themselves as being ‘Americans’. The term never caught on in Canada, where most of the settlers were either 
French or Scottish, neither of which liked the English, so from the earliest days, they tended to see themselves as 
Europeans emigrating to Canada, not to America. The northern colonies of Newfoundland, Quebec, Nova Scotia, 
and Acadia had little in common with the more southerly English-dominated colonies, a tendency that remains to 
this day. 

VICTORIA DAY 
 As far as I know, Canada is the only country in the world to have a national public holiday to commemorate 
the birth of the princess who became Queen in 1837. Victoria ruled at a time of greatness for the British empire, 
dying in 1901. I’m sure that most people today have no idea who she was, although monuments abound to 
acknowledge her – Victoria Falls, in Zimbabwe/Zambia, Victoria, British Columbia, Regina, Saskatchewan, Victoria 
in Australia etc. The occasion is celebrated on the third Monday of May, which means that, for this year, the day 
has already passed for 2025. In one of my previous lives, I was a policeman in Rhodesia and had occasion to 
arrest a guerilla fighter, so I advised the man that I was arresting him in the name of the Queen, meaning Queen 
Elizabeth II. Another officer with me noted that I couldn’t do so, as Rhodesia was in rebellion against the queen. 
Thinking quickly, I asked the prisoner if he recognized the Great White Mother, which was a name closely 
associated with Queen Victoria in Africa. He did, so I arrested him in that name, and he came along quite 
peacefully, with the other officer shaking his head in wonderment. 

BALI 
 Lan and I spent two weeks during May touring the Indonesian island of Bali, a tropical, though heavily over-
populated island just east of Java. The island is a little off-shoot of India, being populated largely of Hindu 
adherents of migrated Indians. As a result, temples are commonplace, and while most are ‘ordinary’, some are 
spectacular. We did see a couple of mosques, but no churches. Here are some of our impressions: 

1. Bali remains a popular travel destination for tourism, not only for Westerners, but for nationals of a wide 
variety of Asian countries. Tourism, according to our guide, has not rebounded from Covid, and remains at 
less than 2019 levels. 

2. Entering the country is rather bureaucratic, requiring a country visa, a Bali visa, a health certificate, and a 
Customs form. It can take up to two hours to pass through several governmental checkpoints at Denpasar 
airport. Leaving is also somewhat bureaucratic. 

3. Hotels tend to be very good; hostels less so, and Home Stays somewhat iffy. Day tours are easy to 
arrange, as are leisure activities such as diving and marine glass-bottomed boats. 
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4. The water is NOT drinkable, and beware of anything with ice cubes in it. Tourist intestinal difficulties are 
commonplace, but so are pharmacies. Food at the street vendor level should be avoided, and most local 
restaurants in touristic areas looked at cautiously. We tended to eat at the hotels we were staying at, rather 
than at local restaurants. Food tends to be very spicy, as in India. 

5. Public transport tends to be iffy at best and is generally non-existent, although buses to Java depart daily 
from Denpasar. Taxies can also be iffy. Car rental requires an international driver’s license in addition to a 
national driving license, but motorbikes can be easily rented for day trips. Parking is a huge problem. 

6. The road network is largely paved, but abominably inadequate for the number of motorbikes and cars trying 
to use roads designed during colonial times or before. Most roads are ridiculously narrow and overwhelmed 
by usage far beyond capacity. Traffic jams are commonplace. Surprisingly, accidents seem to be few and 
mostly seem to involve motorbikes darting through traffic. Horn usage seems to be minimal. 

7. We were in Bali during the so-called ‘dry’ season, but still encountered rain several times, as well as hot, 
muggy temperatures, making it unpleasant to walk around during the mid-day hours. 

8. Bali seems quite safe, although we saw warning signs cautioning us against touts, pick-pockets, and rip-
offs. Serious crime does not seem to be a major problem. 

NEW RELEASES AS OF JUNE, 2025 
Central Asia Travel Reference Map 2nd Edition 2025 1:1,240,000 ISBN 9781771291897 UPC 

817712918970 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Central Asia is more or less the five Stans that were taken over by 
the Russian Bolsheviks in the 1920s and administratively declared by Stalin to be Soviet Republics. With the break-
up of the Soviet empire in 1989/90, this became Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and the other ‘stans’, 
excluding Afghanistan. This map concentrates on the area as a region, from the Caspian Sea to the Hindu Kush 
knot of Himalayan mountains and from the Russian border south to the Iranian and Afghan borders. AVAILABLE 

Lebanon & Beirut Travel Reference Map 5th Edition 2025 1:190,000/1:8,300 ISBN 9781771294515 UPC 
817712945150 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Despite news reports of Israeli attacks on the country, Lebanon is 
enjoying a respite from the sectarian conflicts that have dominated the country for a generation. The country, 
generally, is stable and open for tourism, although the southern border should be avoided. Side 1 portrays the 
entire country in excellent detail, with Tripoli and Jbail (ancient Byblos) being very nice places to visit north of Beirut 
itself. Of course, ancient Baalbek, a UNESCO Heritage Site in the interior, is the highlight of any visit to the country. 
Side 2 is a very detailed street map of Beirut and includes a Top Attractions list that will be useful for end users. 
AVAILABLE 

Lisbon & Southern Portugal (the Algarve) Travel Reference Map on waterproof paper 2nd Edition 
1:9,000/1:400,000 ISBN 9781771294522 UPC 817712945228 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 – The capital of Portugal 
is one of the true gems of touristic Europe. Our map of Lisbon has been updated with new information and a Top 
Attractions list added, and the second side has been re-worked into a detailed map of the Algarve and parts of the 
country to the south of the Tego River. Lisbon is also a major cruise ship embarkation city. The city centre is 
directly accessible from the airport and the cruise terminal by subways, as shown on the back cover. Hotels and 
touristic attractions are shown on both maps. AVAILABLE 

Newfoundland & Labrador Travel Reference Map 6th Edition 2025 1:800,000/1:1,300,000 ISBN 
9781771295833 UPC 817712958334 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 – One of the most popular travel destinations in 
Canada is the Atlantic province of Newfoundland and Labrador. This is Britain’s oldest ‘colony’, founded in 1534, 
and has been a Canadian province since 1949. Side 1 concentrates on the island of Newfoundland, showing its 
many attractions as well as its ferry connections with Nova Scotia and Quebec, whereas side 2 portrays the vast 
Labrador land mass and its brand new cross-highway joining Labrador City to points east. A new highway south to 
Baie-Comeau in Quebec should be completed by now. AVAILABLE 
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Nova Scotia & Prince Edward Island Travel Reference Map 5th Edition 2025 1:380,000 on waterproof 
paper, ISBN 9781771295987 UPC 817712959874 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Nova Scotia, or ‘New Scotland’, is 
one of the most-visited touristic travel destinations in Canada. This map also includes the island province of Prince 
Edward Island, which shrinks in size compared to NS, so perhaps one should consider having our more detailed 
map of that island. This map focuses on the western half of Nova Scotia on Side 1, from Digby Neck in the far west 
to New Glasgow in the east, with a lovely inset map of Halifax. Side 2 shows the northern portion of the province, 
PEI, and Cape Breton Island, with its famous Cabot Trail and the wonderful Fort Louisbourg national historic site, 
as well as a detailed inset map of Sydney (the original one, not the copy-cat one in Australia). AVAILABLE 

Paris and Region Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2026 1:11,500/1:500,000 on waterproof paper, ISBN 
9781771296458 UPC 817712964588 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 – What can one say about Paris that has not been 
said many times? Side 1 is a detailed street map of the area within the former city walls and shows all the subway 
(Metro) lines and rail lines with stations. Naturally, touristic sites abound, and are noted accurately on the map. We 
show a selection of hotels, most museums and major public buildings. The new pedestrian enclave in the 3rd 
Arrondisement is shown. Side 2 is a new map of the region around Paris,, mostly Normandy and Picardy, so would 
be useful for those taking day trips to Rouen, Orleans, or Reims. This portion of France is loaded with castles, 
palaces, and grand chateaux, such as Blois, Chambord, and Fontainebleau, ancient cathedral cities, such as 
Chartres and Senlis, and historic cities to tempt the traveler to explore. The back cover shows the central Paris 
Metro network in excellent detail. AVAILABLE 

Tunisia & Libya Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2026 1:800,000/1:2,450,000 ISBN 9781771298117 UPC 
817712981172 $14.95 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – With this version of the North African nation states of Tunisia 
and Libya, we have reversed the title to put Tunisia first, as it is the more touristically developed country. Libya, 
very unfortunately, has joined that status of ‘failed’ states, and although it has much to offer, is also politically 
unstable and unattractive to visitors. Regardless, it occupies side 1, with an inset map of Tripoli. The eastern 
portion is Cyrenaica, the former Italian colony, but the border with Egypt is closed. The western portion can 
theoretically be accessed from Tunisia. Touristically, Libya has some of the most extensive Roman remains in the 
world. Tunisia, for that matter, fills side 2 and includes a very good inset map of Tunis as well as a photo of the 
Amphitheatre of El Jem, which is still in use today, which seems remarkable. Equally noteworthy is a monument to 
General Leclerc, who marched his colonial army across the Sahara to join Allied forces and fight to liberate the 
world from NAZI domination during WW2. AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES AS OF SOMETIME IN MAY, 2025 
Chad Travel Reference Map 2nd Edition, 2025 1:1,500,000 ISBN 9781771291934 UPC 817712919342 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Chad is a rather large land-locked country in the middle off Africa, bordering Libya 
on its north, Niger and Nigeria on its west, Sudan on its east, and Cameroun and CAR on its south. As a result, it 
has to negotiate its way through a variety of cultures to survive. The north half of the country is desert-like and 
lightly populated. Lake Chad, formerly a very large lake, is rapidly declining in size and may even be smaller than is 
shown on this map. When I was there in the 1960s, the lake was fairly close to N’Djamena (formerly Fort Lamy), 
the capital, but was already noticeably diminishing in size. At the time, this was attributed to local tribesmen 
depleting large areas of vegetation to feed their herds of animals, but the real reason is probably a shifting of the 
earth’s sub-soil, causing this large water mass to shrink. In any case, most people live in the southern third of the 
country. The map contains a detailed inset map of N’Djamena and a Top Attractions list of interesting places worth 
visiting. My favourite is the Tibesti Mountains, but Guelta d’Archei is a fascinating place to visit. AVAILABLE 
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Congo & Central African Republic Travel Reference Map 2nd Edition 2025 1:1,500,000 ISBN 9781771291910 
UPC 817712919196 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The Congo River forms the boundary between the former 
Belgian Congo and the former French colony called Congo. The two countries bear little resemblance to each 
other. After independence, French Congo became the People’s Republic of Congo, which has now been shortened 
to just the Congo Republic. The other Congo became Zaire, and then the Democratic Republic of Congo, or DEM 
Congo for short. This is a double-sided map with two relatively amicable countries sharing the sheet. Side 1 is 
Congo, with its capital of Brazzaville, founded 1883, which was the former capital of French Equatorial Africa. It 
stretches from the Atlantic Ocean, with a port at Pointe Noire, inland to the border of the Central African Republic, 
or CAR, for short. Although there is a rail line from Pointe-Noire to Brazzaville, due to an undeveloped 
infrastructure, much of the traffic is along the vast Congo River. The second side of the sheet is devoted to the 
CAR, with its capital at Bangui. Again, it is joined by a rail line to the coast, at Dakar, Senegal, but the Congo River 
serves as its main transportation link with the interior. The road network seems to have improved since I was there, 
but it is definitely a country for adventure travel, not routine tourism! AVAILABLE 

Iraq and Baghdad Travel Reference Map 5th Edition 2025 1:1,200,000/1:22,000 ISBN 9781771293723 UPC 
817712937230 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Iraq is one of those countries that should be on everyone’s bucket 
list to visit at least once. It has had an extremely unpleasant modern history, from which it is recovering, and finding 
a degree of stability that is encouraging. The north of the country, which is in Kurdish hands, is the most stable, and 
hence, most touristic part of the country. The south is divided between Sunni and Shite religious factions and, 
although interesting to visit, is a tad less stable. The most interesting part of this map is the detailed street map of 
Baghdad on Side 2. This is the only known paper map of the city and became famous during the siege of Baghdad 
in 2003 as it was the ONLY map available to the Allied forces approaching the city. Nine million copies were printed 
by National Geographic Society for their excellent article on the city and was used by countless soldiers trying to 
find their way safely around a very complex urban area. Fortunately, it is reasonably safe to visit it now. Definitely a 
country for adventure tourism! AVAILABLE 
Rhine River Cruising Travel Reference Map 1st Edition 2025 1:350,000 ISBN 9781771296717 UPC 
817712967176 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The Rhine River flows from the Gletch Glacier in the Swiss Alps 
north to central Germany and then on to Amsterdam and the North Sea. It has been a major transportation link in 
Europe for many centuries, with dozens of castles located at strategic points. Today, it is a peaceful touristic haven 
as well as a busy working river, with dozens of shallow-draft boats wending their way around countless turns in the 
river. It is probably the busiest tourist highway in Europe. This double-sided map starts in Amsterdam, where it is 
known as the Waal, and follows the course of the river inland past Nijmegen to the German border, where the 
name changes to Rhine. There are many notable interesting cities along its route, such as Essen in the Ruhr 
Valley, Dusseldorf, Koln, with its magnificent cathedral, Bonn, Castle Arenfels, Koblenz, and Rüdesheim, where it 
joins the Main River and heads east to Frankfurt-on-Main and points east. As a map is a rectangular sheet of paper 
and a river is a narrow portion wending its way as geography takes it. This is much more than a simple river map. It 
is a detailed portrayal of a very interesting part of Europe, extending far beyond the banks of the river, and is ideal 
for those travelling by car, by train, or by river boat. A detailed city centre map of Frankfurt is included. AVAILABLE 

Sierra Leone and Freetown Travel Reference Map3rd Edition 2025 1:500,000/1:13,000 ISBN 9781771297400 
UPC 81771294006 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The West African country of Sierra Leone is one of the hidden 
gems of Africa. A relatively stable and peaceful country, it moved into independence easily. English remains the 
common language of communication, which is nice. The only urban area of any size in the country is the Capital, 
Freetown. The name dates from the time of the American Revolution, where slaves who fought for the British army 
were given sanctuary far from the rebellious white determined to re-enslave them. Rather than having a Top 
Attractions list, we have devoted a considerable amount of space on the country side to note its history and points 
of interest. Side 2 is a detailed map of Freetown, with an inset map of the nearby Peninsula Mountains. Freetown 
boasts the largest natural harbour in the world and has a 500-year-old Cotton tree in its town centre. This is 
definitely a country worth visiting! AVAILABLE 
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US Northeast Travel Reference Map 2nd Edition 2025 1:850,000 ISBN 9781771298612 UPC 817712986122 
$11.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – The original British colonies that prospered were the ones closest to England. Makes 
sense! Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York were relatively closer to London than Virginia 
and the Carolinas, so they got the benefits of the Industrial Revolution first. This part of the USA is riddled with 
historic sites, as well as large urban areas, such as Boston and NYC. Its charm as a regional map is that it 
combines like-minded areas together on one sheet at a scale that is manageable and easy to read.  There are 
countless parks to explore, such as Campobello, which is actually in Canada, but most easily accessed from 
Maine.  The Cape Cod peninsula is one of the most visited sites in the USA, with colonial-era Provincetown at its 
tip. There are many motorways and highways that allow easy travel, as well as rapid train services along the coast 
to NYC and Washington. Side 2 concentrates on the rest of New York State and shows a fair portion of 
Pennsylvania. Although the Canadian border areas are shown, along with crossings, relatively little of the 
countryside north of the USA is shown to concentrate one’s efforts on exploring the historic heart of America. 
AVAILABLE  
NEW RELEASES AS OF EARLY APRIL, 2025 
Angola Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2025 1:1,430,000 ISBN 9781771290395 UPC 817712903952 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Angola is emerging as one of Africa’s growing travel destinations. After a long period 
of isolation, the country now welcomes tourists, and is investing in improved infrastructure to make it easier to travel 
around this vast country. New resort hotels are attracting tourists to beach hotels along the coast and inland hotels 
are being upgraded. The road network is improving, but still is a work in progress. The USA is building a new trans-
Africa railway, but its future is uncertain due to Trump’s cutbacks. The map includes a detailed inset map of 
Luanda, the capital, and a list of Top Attractions. Angola is still a developing country, so travel here is more 
adventuresome than in Kenya or Morocco, but it is growing in popularity. AVAILABLE 
Peaks of the Balkans Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2025 1:55,000 ISBN 9781771291125 UPC 817712911254 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The Balkans are now a popular European travel destination. ITMB publishes a travel 
map for the region, but has developed a market for a more specific map focusing on mountain hiking routes through 
the Balkans. This is one of the few such areas left in Europe and appeals to those energetic enough to enjoy 
walking through alpine meadows. There are several routes in Albania and Montenegro, and we have marked such 
trails on our map, along with overnight huts. The concept is spreading, so Side 2 focusses on the southwestern 
Balkan region, where long-distance trails are being developed. AVAILABLE 

Chicago and Illinois Travel Reference Map 4th Ed. 2025 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771291927 UPC 
817712919274 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 – Chicago is one of the largest cities in the USA and has long been 
famous for its rail hub joining lines from the east coast to those serving the western regions. It is also the start (or 
the finish) of famed Route 66, the first paved highway to the Pacific. Side 1 covers the city from the convention 
centre north to Wrigleyville and from the lakefront west to Western Avenue, with a large inset of Greater Chicago 
and another of Oak Park (famous for being the home of Frank Lloyd Wright). Side 2 is a brand new map for ITMB, 
being of the great state of Illinois, of which Chicago is a small part. This side traces Route 66 southwest from its 
origins in downtown Chicago to somewhat beyond St. Louis, where the national highway continues into Missouri. 
This map starts on Wisconsin in the north, at Minneapolis, and continues south to western Kentucky, ending at 
Nashville, Tennessee and is loaded with touristic attractions that are sure to delight visitors. This is a great new 
map for ITMB. Hope you like it! AVAILABLE 
Costa Rica Travel Reference Map 12th Ed. 2024 on waterproof paper 1:300,000 ISBN 9781771291804 UPC 
817712918048 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – We have published a map of this popular travel destination since 
1984, and it has proved to be our best-seller for over 40 years. Naturally, we have kept it up to date. Side 1 
concentrates on the southern portion of the country, and includes a detailed map of San Jose, the capital. Side 2 
concentrates on the more mountainous northern portion and the coastal beaches on the Pacific Ocean. As a 
country to visit, CR offers a lot – pristine beaches, lush rainforests, interesting volcanoes, and a lifestyle that is 
pleasant and safe. AVAILABLE 
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Finland Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 on waterproof paper 1:750,000 ISBN 9781771292917 UPC 
817712929174 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – NATO’s newest member shares a very long border with Russia, but 
the border is closed at the moment. The country faces west and welcomes visitors. It is also a very large country, 
so the map is divided into a north/south configuration. Side 1 shows the southern portion fronting on to the Sea of 
Bothnia and the strait facing Estonia. The capital, Helsinki, and the western port city of Tartu are shown, as well as 
ferry routes connecting the country to port cities along the Baltic Sea. This is a country of lakes, which are clearly 
shown, as are the rail routes joining communities and the highly-developed road network. Side 2 concentrates on 
the more northerly portions, all the way to Lapland in the far north. Border crossings to Russia are shown, but they 
are closed due to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. A Top Attractions list is included. AVAILABLE 
Helsinki & Southern Finland Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 on waterproof paper 1:10,000/1:750,000 
ISBN 9781771293457 UPC 817712934574 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 – Co-incidentally, ITMB’s map of Helsinki 
arrived at the same time as the map of Finland. There wasn’t room in the country map to include the capital city, so 
a separate map is required. Helsinki is very focused on the water, being located on a peninsula at the southern tip 
of Finland. The heart of the city is located just south of the railway station and is full of interesting buildings. This is 
a city that is easy to get around, thanks to its excellent network of trams, all of which are clearly shown on our map. 
Naturally, ferry terminals are also shown, although the ones to Saint Petersburg are closed for now. Side 2 covers 
southern Finland, which is the most visited part of the country, showing ferry routes to Estonia and Sweden, as well 
as to the very scenic Aland Islands. AVAILABLE 
Pakistan Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 1:1,200,000 ISBN 9781771296366 UPC 817712963666 
$14.95cdn/us E/GDP 10.90 – Pakistan was created out of the dismemberment of British India as a sanctuary for 
Muslims displaced by sectional fighting in the immediate post-WW2 era. Relations between India and Pakistan 
have been testy ever since, although the passage of time has made both countries aware that they need each 
other. That said, Pakistan is a lovely country to visit and explore. Side 1 concentrates on the southern portion of the 
country and includes an inset of the main city, Karachi. The south also shares long border areas with Iran, 
Afghanistan, and India, which are included. We have updated the road network to show recently completed 
motorway-like roads. The northern portion fills Side 2, continuing the long border with Afghanistan and the ill-
defined borders with China and India. There is much to see in this part of Pakistan, such as the city of Quetta in the 
west, Islamabad, the capital, ancient Lahore, and the Hunza Valley, all of which are noted in our Top Attractions 
list. The north is truly adventuresome travel, and it is possible to drive the fabulous Karakoram Highway towards 
China, one of the most amazing road trips anywhere. However, although the contested Kashmir region is shown on 
the map (because it’s there), visitors need to be aware that this is a volatile part of the world and should avoid it. 
This is a country that is much less visited than it should be. AVAILABLE 

Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia Travel Reference Map6th Ed. 2025 on waterproof paper 1:1,230,000 ISBN 
9781771298773 UPC 817712987730 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – At one time, Indochina was a French colony. 
After WW2, it became Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam (admittedly, after much turmoil). The three countries now 
constitute the heart of South East Asia and are very friendly towards tourism, so much so that all three countries 
co-operate closely. Cambodia, of course, has Siem Riep and the fabulous temples of Angor, while Laos has its 
pastoral countryside, and Vietnam its bustling cities. Side 1 shows the southern portion, dominated by the delta of 
the Mekong River. An inset of the Saigon portion of Ho Chi Minh City is included. The second side continues north 
to the Chinese border, and shows the growing network of motorways emanating from Hanoi and leading to China 
as well as to the south. A detailed inset of Hanoi’s old town is included. AVAILABLE 
NEW RELEASES AS OF MID-MARCH, 2025 
Andorra & Pyrenees Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 on waterproof stone paper 1:40,000/1:500,000 ISBN 
9781771290364 UPC 817712903648 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Arizona & New Mexico Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 1:900,000 ISBN 9781771290388 UPC 
817712903884 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – AVAILABLE 
Canada’s Maritime Provinces Travel Reference Map 4th Ed. 2025 1:535,000 ISBN 9781771291903 UPC 
817712919038 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 
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Miami & Southern Florida Travel Reference Map on waterproof stone paper 2nd Ed 2025 1:12,000/1:600,000 
ISBN 9781771294966 UPC 817712949660 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – AVAILABLE 

New Zealand South (Island) 2nd Ed. 2025 1:600,000 ISBN 9781771296014 UPC 817712960146 $14.95cdn/us 
E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 
NEW RELEASES MID_FEBRUARY, 2025 
Fiji and Tonga Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2025 Scale varies ISBN 9781771292900 UPC 817712929006 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 
Geneva & Western Switzerland Travel Reference Map 4th Ed 2025 1:6,500/1:301,000 ISBN 9781771293266 
UPC 817712932662 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – AVAILABLE 
Uganda Travel Reference Map 8th Ed. 2025 1:600,000 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771298582 UPC 
817712985828 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 - AVAILABLE 
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