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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #1 OF 2026 – MID-JANUARY  
INTRODUCTION 

 Welcome to 2026 and another exciting year of new maps and exciting times. This month also marks an 
anniversary for the Axis Newsletter. The very first edition came out in January, 2003, exactly 23 years ago. A lot of 
water has passed under the bridge since then, but ITMB, now in its 46th year of publishing travel maps, carries on 
like the Eveready Bunny. It just keeps on pounding the drum! The way maps are made continues to evolve with 
new technology, but the passion for accuracy remains in the heart of every cartographer. ITMB enters 2026 with 
490 titles in print, which comes to about 900 separate maps to maintain. Some of our country and regional maps 
consist of one large file, printed double-sided, but most have two countries sharing a sheet, or a country on one 
side and a city on the other, and this constitutes two separate maps. It is quite a demanding job for Lan to keep on 
top of so much cartography, but she continues to do so, as she enters her 30th year as master cartographer, in 
charge of ITMB’s production. Like the Little Engine That Could, ITMB keeps chugging along, selling thousands of 
maps each month, and running out of some title or other about once a week. We work very hard, but the effort is 
rewarded a hundredfold, thanks to you, our customers. Let there be many years left for us to continue serving you. 

PICKLEBALL CHAMPIONS OF THE WORLD! 

 Pickleball, as a leisure sporting activity, has really caught on! I do not normally include photos in Axis 
newsletters, but this one deserves an exception. Linh became enthused with the sport and persuaded Phuong to 
join him so they could play more contestants in local get-togethers. They ended up entering a contest, and together 
with another couple, ended up winning the local Richmond variety for four against four. This is the first time either 
Linh or Phuong have won a trophy for anything, so they are really chuffed. Here’s a photo purloined from their 
Facebook page. I can’t believe darling daughter engaged in anything sporting! 
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NEW TITLES TO THE END OF DECEMBER, 2025 

 So, are you ready for some new maps? We start 2026 with seven new titles, beginning with a brand new 
title, Southern Alberta. This is for those visitors not going north of Edmonton. We are pleased to re-introduce our 
map of Algonquin Park, in Ontario. This large wilderness area was set aside more than a century ago and is one 
of the largest wild parks in the world. With this edition, we are adding a brand new map of Eastern Ontario. Moving 
west, we introduce our recent update of Banff & Jasper National Parks, in the Rocky Mountains, on the border 
between Alberta and British Columbia. Moving further west, we introduce a brand new title, Southwestern British 
Columbia, essentially a better-scaled map of the most popular portion of BC. We then move south to Mexico to re-
introduce a re-worked map of Guadalajara and Region. This has been known previously as Mexico Pacific Region 
and Guadalajara, and we want to return the focus to the city, one of Mexico’s largest at 6 million people, and its 
hinterland. Moving on to Japan, we have a new edition of Japan South Rail and Road, and finally we wish to 
introduce our new version of Spain for your consideration. 

 Before ending this listing of new releases, I wish to note that ITMB completed 78 mapping projects during 
2025, a record for our team of avid cartographers. Not all of these have returned from printing yet (in fact, 14 titles 
are at press and expected during the first couple of months of 2026), but each project consists of two maps (one for 
each side of the sheet), and most are completely separate maps from each other, making the real task even more 
formidable, at about 150 mapping exercises. ITMB is a prolific map publishing house, we all know that. We run out 
of about one inventoried item per week, on average, thanks to robust sales (for which many of our readers are 
responsible!). Lan and I update our inventory levels report daily and perform detailed inventory counts whenever it 
appears that a particular title is seriously depleting in quantity. Updating normally takes a couple of months, 
followed by another couple of months at the printers. While we try to anticipate when a title is going to run out of 
copies, this is an inexact science, and we sometimes find a newly updated version arriving long after the previous 
edition ended. A map is not ready until it is ready, and we never send a title to press until it is ready. Sometimes we 
have a seamless move between editions, and sometimes not. It’s the nature of cartography. 

A POLICY CHANGE FOR ITMB 

 As the world sort of recovers from Covid, we have noticed that some formerly popular titles are not as 
popular as they used to be, while others that used to be mediocre sellers are moving quite nicely. We generally 
have followed our computer records of sales to determine when a current edition is likely to run out of copies. If a 
title sells fifty copies per month on a regular basis, it seems logical to assume that once our inventory is down to 
100 copies, we should run out in two months, so Lan starts the updating process to send a new edition to press. 
Unfortunately, past history is proving to be too inexact for forward planning. Kilimanjaro, for example, has suddenly 
jumped from 20 copies sold per month to 250, and Japan doubled in monthly sales during 2025, depleting much 
more quickly than anticipated. Nice though such sales are, it makes an orderly carrying out of production 
impossible. Naturally, we want to keep all titles in print at all times, but sudden surges in sales are making it 
extremely difficult for us to keep on top of all titles all the time. If we run out of a very popular title unexpectedly, that 
means that such a title ‘jumps the queue’ and gets priority over other titles being updated, or even being at the 
printer. We apologize in advance for any inconvenience you may experience when ordering, only to discover that a 
particular title is unavailable, but there isn’t much we can do to stop a customer from placing a large order and 
depleting inventory faster than expected. The world economy is in transition away from undue dealings with the 
USA, and until the new world order stabilizes, as it is doing, there will be new patterns to get used to. We will try to 
move with the times and avoid sending maps to the USA for printing from now on. 

TRAVEL HOTSPOTS IN 2016 

 Wouldn’t we all like to know which destinations are going to be popular in the near future! We have to 
predict trends based on past performance, for lack of any better prognostication, and that means that Europe is 
going to be super busy and the USA is going to continue to be shunned by anyone with an ounce of common 
sense. Scotland and Iceland are likely to remain very popular, with Britain and France following close behind. Spain 
should be popular, if the summer months are not too hot, and Greece and Italy are always attractive. I hope that 
more easterly parts of Europe prove to be increasingly popular, as they are well-worth exploring. 
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 In the Americas, Brasil will remain enormously popular with the Portuguese, with TAP Airlines flying to a 
dozen coastal resort towns, but not many others will follow. Argentina is likely to suffer an economic breakdown, 
which will make it financially attractive to visit. Chile should benefit from Argentina’s difficulties. Venezuela will 
remain a pariah state, unfortunately, leaving tourism in the capable hands of Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru. Canada 
and Mexico will continue to be quite popular, but the USA will not, as political turmoil in that country disgusts most 
travellers. 

 Asia should prove to be the part of the world experiencing the greatest upsurge in travel, provided China 
does not spin out of control and invade Taiwan. Japan deservedly is the number one travel destination in all of 
Asia, followed by Vietnam, South Korea, and Taiwan. I wish that China would drop its isolationist policies and make 
it easier for tourists to visit China, which has such enormous potential, but China is locked into a war for dominance 
with the USA, which limits touristic growth. Australia and New Zealand will continue to be safe and attractive travel 
destinations, but they are so expensive to reach that there are limits on their potential. The Philippines and Thailand 
are likely the two countries seeing the greatest growth. Cruising in Asia will also show significant growth. 

 I don’t see any part of Africa suddenly becoming popular. Egypt, of course, can see growth, provided it 
distances itself from Israel and its insane attacks on Gaza, and Tunisia has proven to be a stable and peaceful 
state, as has Morocco, but so much of the continent in embroiled in conflict that it is difficult to see the potential for 
tourism growth. East Africa, including Rwanda, can expect reasonable touristic activity, thanks to its abundance of 
wildlife, and Southern Africa will continue to be popular with those paying for guided tours. Overland travel is likely 
to remain in the doldrums. Travel to most of Africa will be dominated by those unconcerned with political 
correctness. So be it. It’s a wonderful continent. 

 

TRAVEL NO-GO COUNTRIES 

 Although intrepid travellers will ignore safety in the pursuit of being ‘off the beaten path’, there are certain 
countries that most sensible people avoid. Here are a few (there are more): 

Chad – This has become a Russian-dominated puppet state. Americans are not allowed to enter. 

Gaza – Like, apart from humanitarian work, the entire territory is devastated and under constant attack by Israel. 
Why would anyone want to place themselves in such danger? ITMB actually publishes a map of Palestine. 

Iran – Actually, Iran is probably not as dangerous as some less stable countries, but it is ruled by a theocracy that 
sees outsiders as threats, so visitors can be targeted. At the moment, the country is embroiled in widespread 
rioting, so now is NOT a good time to be visiting! Nonetheless, ITMB has a lovely map of the country. 

Libya – Since Gaddafi’s death, this country has been in a state of civil war that has divided the country into two 
antagonistic camps, with Cyrenaica being more sensible. All land borders are closed. Too bad, lovely country. 

Mali – Islamic extremists control most of the country and are notoriously vicious. The Americans recently attacked a 
supposed Islamic extremist group on the Nigerian border. Lovely country, just nasty politics. ITMB has an excellent 
map of the country, sharing the sheet with Mauritania, which is a fairly normal country. 

Myanmar – The government controls only a small section of the country in the immediate vicinity of Rangoon. The 
rest is controlled by factions opposed to military rule. Tourism is extremely difficult. ITMB has a map of Myanmar. 

Somalia – Since the early 1990s, this country has been the purview of warlords, who have essentially divided the 
country into fiefdoms that approximate former colonial boundaries. It is slightly safe, sometimes, but flare-ups occur 
without warning. Not advised. Local government elections are slated for 2026, a sign of normalcy. The former 
British Somaliland, now calling itself Somaliland, has just been recognized by Israel as a state independent of 
Somalia, which makes stability in this part of the world even less stable. ITMB has a map covering Somalia. 

Sudan – This country is embroiled in a terrible civil war and should be avoided at all cost. Essentially, one faction 
controls the Darfur region while the other seems to control Khartoum and the north. This war spills over into South 
Sudan, unfortunately, and destabilizes it. ITMB publishes a detailed map of Sudan and South Sudan. 
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Venezuela – The country is extremely destabilized at the moment, thanks to the American invasion and abduction 
of the country’s President. At the moment, it extremely dangerous for foreigners, who might be mistaken as CIA 
agents and shot. On the other hand, trigger-happy Americans might target you just for being in the wrong place at 
the wrong time. Not safe. 

Zimbabwe – This has been a failed state since shortly after independence. A small part is considered safe, in the 
vicinity of Victoria Falls, but driving through the country is not advised. Take a guided tour. ITMB has an excellent 
map of the country, combined with our very popular map of Botswana 

Yemen – This is another failed state, with various factions forever fighting. Tourists just become targets. Saudi 
Arabia or the USA bombs the place every so often, and Islamic militants attack shipping entering the Red Sea. 
ITMB has an excellent map of Yemen, combined with Oman, which is a normal country, and popular. 

 In addition, some countries are increasingly difficult to enter, notably Belarus, North Korea, Russia, and 
USA. Blame politics for any unforeseen difficulties. That leaves approximately 190 countries and colonies that 
welcome tourists! Americans may find international travel increasingly problematic as 2026 develops, thanks to 
governmental policies banning citizens of some 39 countries (at last count) from entering the USA. Remember, 
people want maps for reasons other than travel. We sell more maps of Ukraine each year than could be justified 
either by tourists or aid workers. We think the market is armchair enthusiasts who follow battlefield developments 
using our map. Regardless, there IS a market for less popular titles, 

 As well, ITMB is actively developing maps of parts of the world that are becoming touristically popular, such 
as Faroe Islands, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and the Trans-Canada Highway. Watch for these exciting new titles to 
be released in the months to come!  

 

THE USA FOR VISITORS 

 The above article on no-go countries does not apply to most people wishing to visit the USA. It remains 
reasonably attractive and welcoming to people from other lands, but it is becoming increasingly evident that there 
are two USA realities inside one geographical entity called a country. There are ‘normal’ Americans, who 
predominate (fortunately), and mild MAGA adherents, who seem to be casting off their love affair with Trumpism 
quite rapidly as they realize the implications of rampant madness (again, fortunately), and there are the ‘true 
believers’ of racial purity who will appear normal until something sets off their racist tendencies. It is strongly 
advised that all visitors to the USA should avoid any mention of politics, no matter how mild. Feelings are so 
sensitized that even American citizens are increasingly swept into detention by ICE thugs masquerading as law 
enforcement officers or worse, murdered by them, as happened recently in Minneapolis. The country is going 
through a bad patch in its long history, and all the rest of the world can do is stand by and hope for the best. Mid-
term elections slated for November will dominate Americans for most of 2026 and the outcome (as of January, 
2026) seems to indicate a desire for a return to normalcy 

 

LONDON, FOREVER ATTRACTIVE 

 It is hard not to like London. There are tons of museums and attractions to entice one, seemingly 
thousands of pubs to explore, historic sites all over the place, and so many hotels that one could never show all of 
them on a map. Buckingham Palaca is now partly open for tours, Churchill’s Wartime Bunker is well worth a visit, 
Madame Tusuaud’s Wax Museum is always popular, the nearby Planetarium is as good as a West End show, and 
one can even visit 22a Baker Street and tour the Sherlock Holmes Museum. There are hundreds of other notable 
points of interest, from the famous Tower to St. Paul’s to Oxford Street, and Shakespeare’s Globe. One can never 
tire of London! ITMB can even supply you with an excellent map for exploring the city. 
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CILICIA: AN ANCIENT LAND YOU CAN VISIT 

 Many of you have enjoyed visits to Cilicia without even knowing it. At the end of World War 1, largely 
thanks to Lawrence of Arabia, the Ottoman Empire was broken up, leaving modern-day Turkey (or Türkiye as it 
now prefers to be called), and creating new countries, such as Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Albania, Bulgaria, and 
Cilicia, a part of Armenia, but Cilicia no longer exists. It consisted of Armenian Christians who had lived along the 
northern shore of the Mediterranean for hundreds of years. The French tried to create a viable state for them, but 
the Turks soon occupied the region and ethnically cleansed the region of all the Armenians, something they deny 
doing now, but they did it, as history records. It is now Anatolya, a popular travel destination in southern Turkey, 
with lovely beaches, attractive hotels, and wonderful scenery – perhaps the site of the Biblical Garden of Eden. It is 
now 100% Turkish, and a very nice place to visit, but it is the reason why the Turkish/Armenian border remains 
permanently closed and why Turkey remains frozen out of the European Union.  

A NEW EXODUS OF AMERICANS ARE COMING TO CANADA 

 In the early 1960s, thousands of dissenting ‘draft-dodgers’ moved to Canada from the USA to avoid being 
drafted into fighting a war that they did not believe was valid, in what we called the Vietnam War and history will 
probably record as the Southeast Asian War, as it included Laos and Cambodia in its fury. One can argue the pros 
and cons of the dissenters’ decisions, but Canada accepted them and resisted extremely strong pressure from the 
American government to return them. Some, perhaps, returned ‘home’ long after the war ended, but most found a 
meaningful ‘new home’ life and stayed in Canada. Now, as 2025 ends and a new year begins, Canada is 
embracing a new wave of talented and experienced Americans fleeing yet another war, this time an ideological one 
imposed by their own government on all Americans. 

 To deny that the USA is at war with itself is to deny reality. The war is being fought with ideology and 
intimidation and only occasionally by bullets, but it is a war, nonetheless. There is a growing wave of talented 
professionals leaving the USA for sanctuary in Canada, largely academics and medical personnel. I’ll note the 
eminent historian, Timothy Snider, who is now teaching at University of Toronto after repeated death threats were 
made on his life and that of his family, but this is not an exodus of one. He is joined by thousands of others. 

British Columbia has thus far accepted 1,400 medical professionals into our province – doctors, nurses, 
anesthetists, and technical specialists who took years to train and found themselves persecuted by right-wing 
bigots wanting to deny women, children, and minorities the right to medical treatment. This trend will, no doubt, 
accelerate during 2026. For those thinking of migrating northwards, ITMB publishes excellent maps of each 
province and territory comprising Canada. These are also useful for the millions of Americans visiting Canada 
during 2026, and even if one’s desire is merely to visit a sane and peaceful corner of the world, Canada welcomes 
peaceful Americans always.  

TRAVEL TO AN IMPORTANT BUT TRAGIC PLACE 

 We all like to travel to places that are pleasant, but we also have to travel to the sites of battles, tragedies, 
and places that we need to visit to pay homage to those who perished. Gettysburg is such a place, as is Vimy, for 
Canadians. Flanders, with its multitude of cemeteries and memorials, is another, and so is the Brandenburg Gate in 
Berlin, and Ground Zero in Hiroshima, but there is one that transcends understanding in its horror, and that is 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, in Poland. During the Nazi era, Germany established several ‘camps’ to ‘concentrate’ 
perceived enemies of the state, starting with Dachau, near Munich. As Hitler’s megalomania expanded, many more 
such ‘concentration’ camps were established, leading to what became known as the ‘Final Solution’, a series of 
death camps, of which Auschwitz was the most notorious. I is now a museum of sorts, and well-worth a visit, if only 
to remind ourselves “NEVER AGAIN!” 
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 This story, however, is about how the world learned exactly what was going on. In early 1944, two 
teenagers escaped from Auschwitz, while the camp was being expanded to ‘house’ the entire Jewish population of 
Hungary. Against all odds, Rudi Yrba and Alfred Wetzler somehow made their way out of German-controlled 
Europe and published their report in April, 1944, detailing what Germany was doing, and including detailed maps of 
Auschwitz and its ovens. The report was widely circulated, and the Allies were aware of what became known as the 
Holocaust long before the camps were liberated. A copy of their report is housed in the Roosevelt Presidential 
Library, among other significand depositories, so the highest levels of the US government were aware of it by mid-
1944. The report no doubt touched many decision-makers, even though the findings were too horrible to believe. 

 Frankly, awareness could only go so far at a time when the D-Day invasions of France were being brought 
to fruition, and no doubt a fair amount of skepticism must have been felt by those in positions of power, simply 
because nothing like Auschwitz had ever happened in human history. As Allied forces advanced, various camps 
were over-run and the world at large saw newsreel reporting of the tragedy, but it was not until after the war ended 
that the horrific scale of slaughter became undeniable. Auschwitz has been maintained as a museum dedicated to 
the millions of ordinary people who perished there, and to the few who survived. It is well-worth a visit. 

 As an addendum to this true story, Rudolf Vrba made his way to Canada after the war, and taught 
pharmacology at Vancouver’s university for many years. Alfred Wetzler returned to his native Czechoslovakia, 
which was occupied by the Russians post-WW2 and was forced to portray Auschwitz as primarily an anti-
Communist death camp by the Russians. We know now that the death camps were dominated by the murder of 
Jewish and Gypsy people, as well as political opponents of Nazi ideology, and that some thirteen million men, 
women, and children, all ordinary civilians, died in such camps. We particularly remember the millions of Jewish-
faith people who perished, but we also need to honour the millions more who were not Jewish – but died anyway. 

 

OUT OF STOCK TITLES AS OF JANUARY, 2026 

ITMB regrets that the following titles are unavailable at the moment: 

Accra and Central Ghana – New edition is at press and expected in March 

Africa North West – is discontinued, as its coverage is included on Africa North and Africa Western 

Colombia – is at press and expected in March 

Ecuador – is at press and expected in March 

Japan – is at press and expected in February 

 

NEW RELEASES DURING DECEMBER, 2025 

Alberta Southern (or Southern Alberta) Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2026 1:850,000 ISBN 
9781771297455 UPC 817712974556 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Alberta, like all the western provinces of 
Canada, divides naturally into two parts – a fairly densely populated south half and a much less developed north 
half. This is due to that ever-present Canadian reality, the tundra, which is boggy, mosquito riven, and not as 
attractive to tourists as the agriculturally interesting south. Thus, for those not intending to travel north of Edmonton, 
we have a detailed easy-to-read map of the southern portions of the province, at a better scale than our companion 
map of the entire province. I also hasten to add that Alberta is VERY large, geographically, so a detailed map 
merely makes it easier to explore while driving for hours between stop-off points! This map covers the Rockies, of 
course, but also the dinosaur museum at Drumheller, Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump (a World Heritage Site), Fort 
Whoop-Up, and the UFO landing pad (near St. Paul). Insets of Calgary, Edmonton, Banff, Jasper townsite, and 
Lake Louise are included. AVAILABLE 
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Algonquin Park & Ontario SE Travel Reference Map 2nd Edition 2026 1:220,000/1:600,000 ISBN 
9781771290418 UPC 817712904188 $14.94cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Algonquin is one of the largest wilderness 
preserves in North America, founded in 1893 by the Government of Ontario. Named in honour of the local First 
Nations tribe, it represents everything that preservation is meant to convey. Highway 60 goes through the 
southwestern portion of the park, and boasts 1,200 campsites along its routes. There are roads going to portions of 
the vast interior, but large swathes can only be explored by canoe. The park’s 7.653kms (2,955 sq/mi) area 
remains remarkably pristine after 130 years of sustained effort to create and preserve a part of Canada’s heritage. 
Algonquin is unique among North American wilderness treasures in having no major towns, no resorts, and no 
modern comforts. It is just Algonquin. Our map portrays roads that exist, campsites, hiking trails, major canoeing 
areas, and Top Attractions. To place the park in its regional context, side 2is a detailed map of southeastern 
Ontario, from Lake Huron through the Toronto conurbation to Ottawa and the Quebec border. All of Lake Ontario is 
shown, which means that portions of New York State are included. This is the most historic part of English Canada, 
dating back to the days of the American revolution and its settlement by expelled Scots settlers from New York 
Colony in the 1780s, including my ancestors, so I know whereof I speak! This portion of Ontario is also its most 
densely populated and most industrially developed part, a reality often overlooked by Americans seeking to 
conquer Canada and add it to the USA. Come and explore, this is unique! AVAILABLE 

Banff & Jasper National Parks Travel Reference Map 5th Edition 2026 1:250,000/1:240,000 ISBN 
9781771291132 UPC 817712911322 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Does anyone not know of Banff? Created in 
1885 as a site so special that even the rail builders of the transcontinental CPR line revered it and wanted it 
preserved for all Canadians to enjoy. Today, it is one of the paramount World Heritage Sites and visited by millions 
from around the world. While reality has forced it to accommodate a townsite and rail station at Banff and at Lake 
Louise, and the Trans-Canada Highway passes through it, the majesty of Banff remains as pristine as possible, 
given its overwhelming popularity. Side 2 portrays Jasper National Park immediately north of Banff, with its famous 
Icefields Highway, historic townsite (much damaged by fire at the moment, unfortunately), and beautiful Lake 
Maligne. The western portion of Jasper NP is also the site of Canada’s highest mountain peak, Mount Robson. This 
is actually not inside the park, but in BC, but is a magnificent add-on to any visit to Banff and Jasper, which actually 
exist only in Alberta. There are only three ways through the Rockies to British Columbia, where Yoho and Kootenay 
National Parks provide the western side of the Rockies. The first is west from Jasper, past Mount Robson to Tete 
Jaune Hache. The second is from close to the border of Banff and Jasper parks along the TCH (Trans-Canada 
Highway, or Number 1), which is the most commonly used, over Rogers Pass, and the third is from Castle 
Mountain, halfway between Banff and Lake Louise townsites, heading on an angle to Radium Hot Springs and the 
rightly-famous Columbia River, on its way to the Pacific Ocean. Truly, this is one of the world’s great treasures, and 
a travel destination without parallel! Note the double-sided cover, allowing marketing either Banff or Jasper cover 
outwards, and the explorer gazing at the mountain. He’s famous too! AVAILABLE 

British Columbia Southwest Travel Reference Map 1st Edition 2026 1:750,000 ISBN 9781771291170 UPC 
817712911704 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Rarely does Canada get so much attention in this newsletter! Let me 
note that Canada is a vast country unlike any other on earth. Most provinces are as large as all of Western Europe. 
The Southwestern portion of British Columbia is as large as all of France, or Germany, and it is the most densely 
populated portion of BC. To provide space for showing its many attractions, it needs its own detailed map, which is 
finally available! Side 1 portrays Vancouver Island, the Lower Mainland region of Vancouver urban area and 
hinterland, the roads north to Whistler and Lillooet, and east to Merritt and Princeton, and the border crossings 
southward to the USA’s Washington State. Side 2 covers the more northerly portions of BC that fall within the 
Southwest – the long road west to Bella Coola, close to where my ancestor, Alexander Mackenzie, became the first 
man to cross North America by land, in 1793. It also shows the magnificent Queen Charlotte Islands, now re-
named Haida Gwaii, the port of Prince Rupert, and the newly-important port of Kitimat, both destined for greatness 
as Canada develops. A tiny bit of the Alaskan panhandle shows at the very top of the map. The cover shows two 
famous Canadian explorers relaxing in Algonquin chairs by a lakeside, admiring that totally Canadian invention – 
the float plane. AVAILABLE 
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Guadalajara & Region Travel Reference Map 4th Edition 2026 1:9,000/1:900,000 ISBN 9781771293747 
UPC817712937476 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Mexico is a fabulous country to visit, so much so that ITMB 
publishes several regional/sectional maps of the country to assist travellers exploring its many facets. Mexico City 
is the largest urban area in the Western Hemisphere, and deservedly has its own map. Guadalajara is the second 
largest city in Mexico, with a population exceeding six million. It also has a very interesting Spanish-colonial city 
centre, a crafts market six stories in height, and a wonderful cathedral. This constitutes side 1 of the map. The 
surrounding hinterland of Guadalajara includes the Pacific coastline of Colima State, San Luis Potosi, San Miguel 
de Allende, Leon, Aguascalientes, Guanajuato, and historic Taxco, all of which can easily be visited and explored. 
This constitutes side 2 of the map. Combined, this map is a treasure-trove of interesting places to explore in a 
friendly country. AVAILABLE 

Japan South Railway & Road Travel Reference Map, on waterproof paper 5th Edition 2026 1:600,000 ISBN 
9781771293952 UPC 817712939524 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Japan is extremely popular as a country to 
visit. The main entry points are the airports in the vicinity of Tokyo, mostly Narita, which is where this map begins.  
The Tokyo urban area is vast, and encompasses dozens of large municipalities, so this map includes two insets – 
one showing the region from Narita to Yokohama, and the other a detailed map of the Chiyoda district of central 
Tokyo with the all-important Central rail station. The map is much more than how to get to Tokyo, it is a map 
covering much of Honshu island west of Tokyo, and is ideal for anyone wanting to see Mount Fuji, travel by 
shinkansen trains to Kyoto and Osaka, or to explore westward to the end of the island and discover the Kyushu 
District in the far west, or Shikoku District south of Hiroshima. A very useful map! AVAILABLE 

Spain Travel Reference Map on waterproof paper5th edition 2026 1:900,000 ISBN 9781771297479 UPC 
817712974792 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – Spain, as a country, needs to be thought of as the composite of its 
regions – Basque, Catalonia, Valencia, Castile, and Galicia. Each portion deserves its own detailed map, but 
travellers also wish a detailed country map, showing everything. This map divides Spain into eastern and western 
portions, with the east of the country, including the Balearic Islands, on side 1. This covers from the French border 
south to Granada and west to Madrid, showing motorways, well-maintained national highways, and all the train 
routes that carry passengers. Treasure finds such as Barcelona, Valencia, Cartagena, Granada, and Albacete are 
included. Side 2 covers the west of Spain from Madrid to the Portuguese border and from the top to the bottom, 
including Gibraltar, which isn’t part of Spain. A generous inset map of the Canary Islands is included. Spain is also 
creating three new bridges joining it to Portugal, which will make it easier in future to explore the entire Iberian 
Peninsula. This is a wonderful map that encompasses the entire country on to one double-sided piece of artwork. 
AVAILABLE 

 

NEW RELEASES TO THE END OF NOVEMBER, 2025 

Armenia and Azerbaijan Travel Reference Map 7th Edition 2026 1:450,000 ISBN 9781771290432 UPC 
817712904324 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The Caucasus region consists of three disparate ethnicities. The 
Georgians are Europeans, the Armenians are somewhat Middle Eastern, and Azerbaijan is mostly Persian in its 
orientation. Armenia suffered grievously at the hands of the Turks following WW1, to the point that their border with 
Turkey remains closed to this day. Azerbaijan was terribly destabilized by Stalinist Russia, resulting in ethnic 
enclaves within it, and is only now starting to see its borders stabilized and relations with Armenia normalized. 
Georgia remains the lynch-pin holding the region together, and it is itself severely threatened by Russian 
aggression. Regardless, the region is now peaceful and open for tourism. Armenia, in particular, offers great 
potential for tourism. It is relatively easy to visit by land from Georgia, and by air from a variety of airports. 
Azerbaijan can also be reached by land from Georgia, and by sea from a variety of ports along the Caspian Sea. 
Both countries have existed for centuries despite the politics that dominated them in the 20th centuries, and both 
are lovely countries, with friendly people, and deserve a prosperous future. This is a double-sided map, with most 
of Armenia on one side and Azerbaijan on the other. AVAILABLE 

Azerbaijan and Armenia Travel Reference Map – see Armenia, above 
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Guyana & Suriname, with French Guiana Travel Reference Map 4th Edition 2026 1:850,000 ISBN 
9781771293310 UPC 817712933102 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – The three Guianas exist thanks to their 
political colonial history and the competition among Britain, France, and the Netherlands for dominance in the 
Caribbean region generally, and in world politics in particular. The end result is two independent nations, Guyana 
and Suriname, and a French overseas territory, French Guiana. Guyana is the largest country, with its capital of 
Georgetown on the coast. Travel inland is difficult, but there is a road to the Brasilian border, connecting with 
Highway BR401. French Guiana and Suriname dominate Side 2 of the map, with insets of Paramaribo, the capital 
of Suriname, and Cayenne, French Guiana being included. An inset of Kourou is also shown. There is no land 
crossing to Guyana or Brasil, and the interiors of both countries remains undeveloped, although a ferry connects 
Highway N1 in French Guiana to Albina in Suriname. Definitely off the beaten track adventurism here! AVAILABLE 

NEW TITLES AND NEW RELEASE AS OF THE END OF OCTOBER, 2025 

Europe Railway & Road Travel Reference Map 6th Edition 2026 1:3,350,000ISBN 9781771292733 UPC 
817712927330 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 10.90 – AVAILABLE 

Idaho, Montana, & Wyoming Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2026 1:1,000,000 ISBN 9781771293730 UPC 
817712937308 $11.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – AVAILABLE 

Osaka & Western Japan Travel Reference Map 4th Edition 2026 1:12,500/1:600,000 ISBN 9781771295956 
UPC 817712959560 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – AVAILABLE 

San Francisco & Central California Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2025 on waterproof paper 
1:12,500/1:800,000 ISBN 9781771297417 UPC 817712974174 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 - AVAILABLE 

USA Pacific Coast Travel Reference Map 6th Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:1,000,000 ISBN 
9781771298605 UPC 817712986054 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – AVAILABLE 

 


